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Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide information regarding 
additional conditions on which a court can base a determination that reasonable 
efforts to preserve or reunify the family are not required or can terminate parental 
rights. 

Background and Statutorv Citations: Information regarding reasonable-efforts 
requirements is found at Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-283.01 . Information regarding 
termination of parental rights is found at Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-292. 

Grounds for not pursuing reunification or preservation of the family: Nebraska 
law requires that reasonable efforts be made: 

• prior to the placement of a child in out-of-home care to prevent or 
eliminate the need for removing the child from the child 's home; and 

• after removal, to make it possible for the child to safely return to his or her 
home. 

The law also recognizes that there are conditions under which such efforts 
should not be required and allows the court to make a determination to that 
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effect. In addition to the conditions previously listed in statute, the 2009 
Legislature added that reasonable efforts to preserve or reunify the family are 
not needed if the parent of the child has been convicted of felony sexual assault 
of the other parent of the child under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-319.01 or 28-320.01 
or a comparable crime in another state. 

Grounds for termination of parental rights: Nebraska law states that the court 
may terminate parental rights between the parent and the child when the court 
finds such action to be in the best interests of the child and it appears by the 
evidence that certain conditions exist. In addition to the conditions previously 
listed in statute, the 2009 Legislature added the condition that the parent of a 
child has been convicted of felony sexual assault of the other parent of the child 
under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-319.01 or 28-320.01 or a comparable crime in 
another state. 

Action Required: In providing information that could lead to a determination that 
reasonable efforts to preserve or reunify are unnecessary or to a termination of 
parental rights, staff will include information related to the conditions described in 
this memo. 
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