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CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO #7-2008 

 
TO:   Service Area Administrators 
   Protection and Safety Administrators, Supervisors, and Staff 
 
FROM:   Todd L. Reckling, Policy Section Administrator 
   Division of Children & Family Services 
 
Approved by:  Todd A. Landry, Director 
   Division of Children & Family Services 
 
Date:   June 5, 2008 
 
Contact Person:          Kathy Ewing, Program Specialist 
                                      (402) 471-9457 or kathy.ewing@dhhs.ne.gov 
 
REGARDING: CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE FOR STUDENTS RECEIVING SPECIAL 

EDUCATION SERVICES 
 
Effective Date: April 17, 2008 (Date law became effective) 
 
Duration: Until modified or repealed by the Nebraska Legislature 
 
Purpose: Information regarding state legislation related to special education services and 

graduation from high school.  Information only-no action required by DHHS staff. 
 
Action Required:         None.  For purposes of information only. 
 
This new legislation, LB 1153 signed in 2008, makes it possible for a student who receives  
special education services to receive a certificate of attendance, which in turn allows him/her to 
participate in a high school graduation ceremony. 
 
The statute provides: “At the request of a parent or guardian, a school district shall issue a 
certificate of attendance to a student receiving special education services under the Special 
Education Services Act.  In order to receive a certificate of attendance the student must: 

1. Have reached the age of seventeen years, and 
2. Have not completed his/her individualized education plan. 

A student may receive only one certificate of attendance and participate in only one high school 
graduation ceremony based upon receipt of such certificate. Receipt of a certificate of attendance does 
not affect a school district’s obligation to continue to provide special education services to a student 
receiving a certificate of attendance.   
 
A student may participate in an additional graduation ceremony if the student meets the school district’s 
graduation requirements by: 

1.  Receiving a high school diploma pursuant to: 
a. Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-729; or 

 b. His/her individualized education plan; or 
2.  Receiving a diploma of high school equivalency pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat.  

                 §79-730.  
 


