DIVISION OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO #3-2011

To: All Children and Family Services Staff

From: Edward H. Matney, Policy Section Administrator%wvﬂ 1"1/”/‘/%
Division of Children and Family Services

Approved by: Todd L. Reckling, Director Jnu C
Division of Children and Family Services

Date: March 10, 2011

Re: Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Enforcement Act
(UCCJEA)

Effective: Immediately

Duration: Until Regulation Issuance

Contact: Rita Krusemark, Program Specialist

Phone: 402-471-9254

PURPOSE: The purpose of this memo is to provide information regarding the
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA).

BACKGROUND: The UCCJEA is a jurisdictional act adopted by most states,
including Nebraska. When the courts of more than one state are involved in
child custody or visitation matters, the UCCJEA establishes that jurisdiction rests
with the child's home state, except in certain emergency situations. It does not
dictate standards for making or modifying child custody or visitation decisions,
but rather determines which court can make decisions based on the merits of the
case.

The UCCJEA applies to the following:
¢ Interstate situations where there are custody and visitation issues that
arise out of proceedings for divorce, separation, neglect, abuse,
dependency, guardianship, paternity, termination of parental rights, and
protection from domestic violence. (See OJJDP’s December, 2001,
Juvenile Justice Bulletin at:
http://wvww.ncjrs.gov/html/ojjdp/jjbul2001_12_2/contents.html.)
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