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Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to inform staff about the Foster Youth Court 
Questionnaire that was recently released by the Nebraska Foster Youth Council and the 
Through the Eyes of the Child Initiative. The questionnaire seeks to gain input from 
youth about their open court case. 

Any youth with an open court case can answer the questionnaire, regardless of age or 
placement. The youth can answer the questionnaire at anytime and as often as they 
would like. Youth's participation in answering the questionnaire is voluntary. Youth's 
responses to the questionnaire will be provided to the judge, the youth's parents, 
Guardian Ad Litem, caseworker and the county attorney. 

Once completed, the youth can give the questionnaire to the Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) 
or their Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteer. The youth also has the 
option of taking the questionnaire to court with them or mailing it to the Clerk of the 
Court. 

Action Required: 
Staff is strongly encouraged to inform youth about the questionnaire and to provide 
youth with the website address for the questionnaire. Staff is also encouraged to print a 
copy of the questionnaire for the youth, when necessary. 

The questionnaire (Youth Court Form) can be found at: 
http://www.nebraskachildren.org/our work/programs initiatives /youth development/fos 
ters youth initiative.htmlltitle/resources. 

If the youth has questions or need assistance in completing the questionnaire, staff 
should direct them to contact Cassy Blakely at the Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation. Cassy can be contacted by phone at (402) 817-2003. Her e-mail address 
is cblakely@nebraskachildren.org 


