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The data in this report reflect the calendar year beginning 
January 1, 2008 and ending December 31, 2008, unless 
otherwise specified.  The data are from the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Nebraska Family Online Client 
User System (N-FOCUS), unless otherwise specified.  N-
FOCUS is a fully automated source of information regarding 
referrals, case-related activities, contracts and licensing ac-
tions, and other case-specific data. 
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The following pages are the calendar year 2008 quick refer-

ence of demographic statistics for the youth in Nebraska’s 

state custody.  The statistics are broken down by county, 

gender, age groups, placement, and race. 

Wards in State Care 
Total Wards in 
State Care 10845 

In Home 2199 

Out of Home 8646 
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Youth in State's Legal Custody by Race 
Calendar Year 2008 

Asian 60 
Black/African 
American 1756 
Hispanic 1272 
Native American  656 
White 6473 
Multi-Racial 220 
Other Race 389 
Race Not Entered 19 
Total 10845 

Youth in State's Legal Custody by Age 
Group 

Calendar Year 2008 

0 to 5 Years 2676 
6 to 10 Years 1817 

11 to 15 Years 2502 

16 to 19 Years 3850 
Grand Total 10845 

Youth in State's Legal Custody by Placement 
December 31, 2008 

Pre-Adoptive Home 38 

Relative Foster Home 866 
Non-Relative Foster 
Home 1995 
Group Home 636 
Institution 688 
Independent Living 64 
Runaway 130 
Parent(s) 2089 
Grand Total 6506 

Youth in State's Legal Custody by Gender 
Calendar Year 2008 

Female 4745 

Male 6100 

Total 10845 
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Type of Placements 
With Parents 4055 
With Relatives 1947 
Foster Homes 3212 
Group Homes 1631 
Facility 1334 
Adoptive Home 214 
Independent Liv-
ing 223 
Out of State 360 

Adoption 

Free for Adoption 372 
Placements in 
Adoptive Homes 214 

Finalized Adop-
tions 572 

Discharges from State Care 

Reunification 3022 

Adoption 572 

Guardianship 241 
Independent Liv-
ing 387 

Other 138 

Federal Performance Mesuare National Standard 
FFY 08 State 
Performance 

Absence of Recurrent Maltreatment 94.60% 89.4% 
Absence of Maltreatment in Foster Care 99.68% 99.45% 
Composite 1.  Timeliness and Permanency of Reunification 122.6 107.5 
  Exits to Reunification within 12 Months of Recent Entry 75.20% 63.3% 
  Median Months in Care for Children Exiting to Reunification 5.4 8.5 
  Exits to Reunification within 12 Months of First Entry 48.40% 41.8% 
  Reentry into Care for Children Exiting to Reunification 9.90% 13.8% 
Composite 2. Timeliness of Adoption 106.4 111.6% 
  Exits to Adoption Within 24 Months  36.6% 27.3% 
  Median Months in Care   27.3 33.5 
  Children in Care 17+ Months and Adopted Within 12 Months 22.70% 24.20% 
  Children in Care 17+ Months and Legally Free for Adoption within 6 
Months 10.90% 13.6% 
  Children Legally Free for Adoption and Adopted within 12 Months  53.70% 60.9% 
Composite 3. Permanency for Children in Foster Care 121.7 150.0 
  Children in Care 24+ Months and Discharged to a Permanent Home 29.10% 38.1% 
  Children Legally Free for Adoption and Discharged to a Permanent Home 98.00% 97.0% 
  Children in Care 3+ Years and Discharged to Independent Living or 
Turned 18 37.50% 22.3% 
Composite 4.  Placement Stability for Children in Foster Care 101.5 89.7 
  Children in Care Less Than 12 Months with 2 or Fewer Placements 86.00% 84.7% 
  Children in Care 12 to 24 Months with 2 or Fewer Placements 65.40% 56.2% 
  Children in Care 24+ Months With 2 or Fewer Placements 41.80% 26.8% 
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 County Total State Wards 
Child Welfare Unit 

Wards 
Office of Juvenile 
Services Wards 

Multiple Adjudication Types 

Adams 232 170 53 9 
Antelope 21 15 6 0 
Arthur 1 1 0 0 
Banner 1 1 0 0 
Boone 5 4 1 0 
Box Butte 23 9 14 0 
Boyd 5 5 0 0 

Brown 3 3 0 0 
Buffalo 219 139 66 14 
Burt 26 21 5 0 
Butler 58 51 7 0 
Cass 112 85 24 3 
Cedar 7 7 0 0 
Chase 19 15 2 2 
Cherry 22 21 1 0 
Cheyenne 49 34 11 4 
Clay 16 12 4 0 
Colfax 42 32 10 0 
Cuming 32 24 7 1 
Custer 57 43 11 3 
Dakota 136 61 70 5 
Dawes 21 5 16 0 
Dawson 165 115 40 10 
Deuel 4 2 2 0 
Dixon 22 14 7 1 
Dodge 213 159 49 5 
Douglas 3504 2768 654 82 
Dundy 7 5 2 0 
Fillmore 44 40 4 0 
Franklin 12 11 0 1 
Frontier 10 8 1 1 
Furnas 39 28 7 4 
Gage 98 61 31 6 
Garden 8 7 1 0 
Garfield 6 5 1 0 
Gosper 10 8 2 0 
Greeley 11 11 0 0 
Hall 414 289 112 13 
Hamilton 30 16 12 2 
Harlan 11 8 3 0 
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 County Total State Wards 
Child Welfare Unit 

Wards 
Office of Juvenile 
Services Wards 

Multiple Adjudication 
Types 

Hayes 3 3 0 0 
Hitchcock 4 4 0 0 
Holt 21 19 2 0 
Hooker 2 2 0 0 
Howard 19 15 4 0 
Jefferson 42 22 20 0 
Johnson 24 22 2 0 
Kearney 22 17 4 1 
Keith 40 34 4 2 
Kimball 17 13 4 0 
Knox 4 3 1 0 
Lancaster 2241 1629 565 47 
Lincoln 432 336 73 23 
Logan 1 0 1 0 
Madison 193 114 77 2 
Merrick 44 35 9 0 
Morrill 23 16 7 0 
Nance 15 11 3 1 
Nemaha 26 21 5 0 
Nuckolls 9 9 0 0 
Otoe 54 37 11 6 
Out of State 6 6 0 0 
Pawnee 9 7 2 0 
Perkins 5 5 0 0 
Phelps 67 54 12 1 
Pierce 14 11 2 1 
Platte 128 79 48 1 
Polk 22 19 2 1 
Red Willow 69 52 16 1 
Richardson 19 13 5 1 
Rock 1 1 0 0 
Saline 59 31 26 2 
Sarpy 650 549 78 23 
Saunders 52 43 9 0 
Scotts Bluff 312 254 49 9 
Seward 93 69 24 0 
Sheridan 16 6 10 0 
Sherman 12 10 2 0 
Stanton 9 4 4 1 
Thayer 15 8 7 0 
Thomas 1 1 0 0 
Thurston 167 96 4 67 
Valley 14 12 2 0 
Washington 57 32 23 2 
Wayne 15 10 5 0 
Webster 9 8 1 0 
York 73 51 19 3 
Grand Total 10845 8106 2378 361 
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 County Female Male Total 
Adams 100 132 232 
Antelope 9 12 21 

Arthur 1 0 1 
Banner 1 0 1 
Boone 2 3 5 
Box Butte 7 16 23 
Boyd 0 5 5 
Brown 2 1 3 
Buffalo 79 140 219 
Burt 9 17 26 
Butler 25 33 58 
Cass 55 57 112 
Cedar 4 3 7 
Chase 7 12 19 
Cherry 10 12 22 
Cheyenne 19 30 49 
Clay 6 10 16 
Colfax 21 21 42 
Cuming 16 16 32 
Custer 30 27 57 
Dakota 47 89 136 
Dawes 9 12 21 
Dawson 69 96 165 
Deuel 2 2 4 
Dixon 12 10 22 
Dodge 100 113 213 
Douglas 1540 1964 3504 
Dundy 1 6 7 
Fillmore 26 18 44 
Franklin 8 4 12 
Frontier 7 3 10 
Furnas 13 26 39 
Gage 42 56 98 
Garden 1 7 8 
Garfield 3 3 6 
Gosper 4 6 10 
Greeley 7 4 11 
Hall 176 238 414 
Hamilton 8 22 30 
Harlan 4 7 11 
Hayes 2 1 3 



C H I L D R E N  I N  S T A T E  L E G A L  C U S T O D Y  B Y  C O U N T Y  A N D  G E N D E R  C O N T I N U E D  

Page 7 C A L E N D A R  Y E A R  2 0 0 8  

County  Female Male Total 
Hitchcock 2 2 4 
Holt 9 12 21 
Hooker 1 1 2 
Howard 9 10 19 
Jefferson 17 25 42 
Johnson 11 13 24 
Kearney 9 13 22 
Keith 12 28 40 
Kimball 4 13 17 
Knox 1 3 4 
Lancaster 951 1290 2241 
Lincoln 206 226 432 
Logan 1 0 1 
Madison 77 116 193 
Merrick 17 27 44 
Morrill 10 13 23 
Nance 6 9 15 

Nemaha 12 14 26 
Nuckolls 7 2 9 
Otoe 27 27 54 
Out of State 2 4 6 
Pawnee 3 6 9 
Perkins 1 4 5 
Phelps 36 31 67 
Pierce 5 9 14 
Platte 53 75 128 
Polk 10 12 22 
Red Willow 26 43 69 
Richardson 10 9 19 
Rock 1 0 1 
Saline 27 32 59 
Sarpy 307 343 650 
Saunders 22 30 52 
Scotts Bluff 143 169 312 
Seward 43 50 93 
Sheridan 4 12 16 
Sherman 8 4 12 
Stanton 4 5 9 
Thayer 5 10 15 
Thomas 0 1 1 
Thurston 86 81 167 
Valley 6 8 14 
Washington 25 32 57 
Wayne 8 7 15 
Webster 5 4 9 
York 32 41 73 
Grand Total 4745 6100 10845 
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County  Asian 
Black  Afri-
can Ameri-

can 
Hispanic 

Native 
American  White 

Multi-
Racial Other Race 

Race Not 
Entered Total 

Adams 5 5 35 1 179 4 3 0 232 
Antelope 0 0 3 0 18 0 0 0 21 
Arthur 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Banner 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Boone 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 
Box Butte 0 0 2 7 12 0 1 1 23 
Boyd 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 
Brown 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Buffalo 0 6 19 8 175 0 10 1 219 
Burt 0 1 1 1 22 0 1 0 26 
Butler 0 0 0 0 57 1 0 0 58 
Cass 0 3 2 0 103 2 2 0 112 
Cedar 0 0 1 1 4 0 1 0 7 
Chase 0 0 2 0 17 0 0 0 19 
Cherry 0 0 0 9 10 0 3 0 22 
Cheyenne 0 0 5 1 43 0 0 0 49 
Clay 0 1 0 1 14 0 0 0 16 
Colfax 0 0 18 4 18 1 1 0 42 
Cuming 0 0 8 0 23 0 1 0 32 
Custer 0 0 2 1 54 0 0 0 57 
Dakota 1 2 45 27 52 4 5 0 136 
Dawes 0 0 0 8 12 1 0 0 21 
Dawson 0 18 65 8 71 0 3 0 165 
Deuel 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Dixon 0 0 2 1 19 0 0 0 22 
Dodge 1 5 42 5 156 1 3 0 213 
Douglas 7 1261 333 160 1501 75 159 8 3504 
Dundy 0 1 0 0 6 0 0 0 7 
Fillmore 0 0 1 1 40 1 1 0 44 
Franklin 0 0 0 0 11 1 0 0 12 
Frontier 0 0 0 0 9 1 0 0 10 
Furnas 0 0 1 0 38 0 0 0 39 
Gage 0 3 2 5 86 1 1 0 98 
Garden 0 0 0 0 7 0 1 0 8 
Garfield 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 6 
Gosper 0 0 0 1 9 0 0 0 10 
Greeley 0 1 1 0 9 0 0 0 11 
Hall 5 16 101 5 253 13 21 0 414 
Hamilton 0 0 0 0 27 0 3 0 30 
Harlan 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 

Hayes 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
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County Asian 
Black  Afri-
can Ameri- Hispanic 

Native 
American  White 

Multi-
Racial Other Race 

Race Not 
Entered Total 

Hitchcock 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Holt 0 0 1 0 18 0 2 0 21 
Hooker 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Howard 0 0 1 0 18 0 0 0 19 
Jefferson 0 0 2 2 37 1 0 0 42 
Johnson 1 1 0 0 22 0 0 0 24 
Kearney 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 22 
Keith 0 0 4 0 31 3 2 0 40 
Kimball 0 0 1 1 15 0 0 0 17 
Knox 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 4 
Lancaster 36 337 213 138 1360 65 92 0 2241 
Lincoln 0 10 51 10 350 2 6 3 432 
Logan 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Madison 0 12 46 15 114 1 5 0 193 
Merrick 0 0 4 0 36 1 3 0 44 
Morrill 0 0 5 1 17 0 0 0 23 
Nance 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 15 
Nemaha 0 0 6 0 19 1 0 0 26 
Nuckolls 0 0 3 0 6 0 0 0 9 
Otoe 0 0 3 0 49 1 1 0 54 
Out of State 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 1 6 
Pawnee 0 2 0 0 7 0 0 0 9 
Perkins 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 5 
Phelps 0 0 3 0 64 0 0 0 67 
Pierce 0 0 3 0 11 0 0 0 14 
Platte 0 2 46 1 78 0 1 0 128 
Polk 0 0 2 1 18 0 1 0 22 
Red Willow 0 1 2 0 66 0 0 0 69 
Richardson 0 0 0 0 16 2 0 1 19 
Rock 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Saline 0 1 12 0 43 2 1 0 59 
Sarpy 3 63 61 13 457 10 41 2 650 
Saunders 1 0 6 0 41 2 2 0 52 
Scotts Bluff 0 1 95 47 152 15 2 0 312 
Seward 0 1 1 1 87 2 1 0 93 
Sheridan 0 0 2 11 3 0 0 0 16 
Sherman 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 12 
Stanton 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 1 9 
Thayer 0 0 2 0 10 1 2 0 15 
Thomas 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Thurston 0 0 0 154 8 4 1 0 167 
Valley 0 0 1 0 12 0 1 0 14 
Washington 0 2 1 1 49 0 3 1 57 
Wayne 0 0 0 2 13 0 0 0 15 
Webster 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 9 
York 0 0 3 0 67 1 2 0 73 
Total 60 1756 1272 656 6473 220 389 19 10845 
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County 
0 to 5 
Years 

6 to 10 Years 11 to 15 Years 16 to 19 Years Total 

Adams 47 31 53 101 232 
Antelope 7 3 5 6 21 
Arthur 0 0 1 0 1 
Banner 0 0 0 1 1 
Boone 0 0 2 3 5 
Box Butte 3 1 3 16 23 
Boyd 3 1 1 0 5 
Brown 0 0 0 3 3 
Buffalo 50 34 44 91 219 
Burt 8 6 5 7 26 
Butler 14 14 21 9 58 
Cass 23 22 26 41 112 
Cedar 0 3 2 2 7 
Chase 4 0 5 10 19 
Cherry 3 7 6 6 22 
Cheyenne 10 2 18 19 49 
Clay 3 2 6 5 16 
Colfax 11 6 11 14 42 
Cuming 10 5 7 10 32 
Custer 15 4 20 18 57 
Dakota 29 17 43 47 136 
Dawes 2 1 6 12 21 
Dawson 29 24 39 73 165 
Deuel 2 0 0 2 4 
Dixon 3 4 4 11 22 
Dodge 74 25 47 67 213 
Douglas 956 654 754 1140 3504 
Dundy 0 1 0 6 7 
Fillmore 9 7 16 12 44 
Franklin 3 0 3 6 12 
Frontier 3 2 1 4 10 
Furnas 11 9 8 11 39 
Gage 22 11 28 37 98 
Garden 2 2 2 2 8 
Garfield 0 0 2 4 6 
Gosper 1 1 6 2 10 
Greeley 1 2 5 3 11 
Hall 121 66 94 133 414 
Hamilton 0 1 11 18 30 
Harlan 3 1 1 6 11 
Hayes 0 0 1 2 3 



C H I L D R E N  I N  S T A T E ’ S  L E G A L  C U S T O D Y  B Y  C O U N T Y  A N D  A G E  G R O U P S  C O N T I N U E D  

Page 11 C A L E N D A R  Y E A R  2 0 0 8  

County 
0 to 5 
Years 

6 to 10 Years 11 to 15 Years 16 to 19 Years Total 

Hitchcock 0 2 1 1 4 
Holt 3 2 9 7 21 
Hooker 1 0 0 1 2 
Howard 3 4 6 6 19 
Jefferson 8 5 14 15 42 
Johnson 6 5 8 5 24 
Kearney 5 4 4 9 22 
Keith 8 4 13 15 40 
Kimball 4 2 3 8 17 
Knox 0 0 1 3 4 
Lancaster 589 396 484 772 2241 
Lincoln 81 66 101 184 432 
Logan 0 0 0 1 1 
Madison 49 31 39 74 193 
Merrick 10 8 12 14 44 
Morrill 4 5 5 9 23 
Nance 2 1 5 7 15 
Nemaha 3 8 7 8 26 
Nuckolls 2 0 2 5 9 
Otoe 11 6 14 23 54 
Out of State 2 3 1 0 6 
Pawnee 3 0 2 4 9 
Perkins 0 0 4 1 5 
Phelps 24 9 7 27 67 
Pierce 0 1 4 9 14 
Platte 32 19 29 48 128 
Polk 1 4 8 9 22 
Red Willow 10 8 21 30 69 
Richardson 3 1 4 11 19 
Rock 0 0 0 1 1 
Saline 8 8 17 26 59 
Sarpy 119 101 162 268 650 
Saunders 15 8 16 13 52 
Scotts Bluff 90 54 79 89 312 
Seward 20 10 22 41 93 
Sheridan 1 0 7 8 16 
Sherman 2 3 2 5 12 
Stanton 0 3 2 4 9 
Thayer 2 0 5 8 15 
Thomas 0 1 0 0 1 
Thurston 47 41 35 44 167 
Valley 1 3 3 7 14 
Washington 5 7 14 31 57 
Wayne 4 2 3 6 15 
Webster 1 2 3 3 9 
York 15 11 17 30 73 
Grand Total 2676 1817 2502 3850 10845 
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County 
Pre-

Adoptive 
Home 

Relative 
Foster 
Home 

Non-
Relative 
Foster 
Home 

Group 
Home 

Institution 
Independent 

Living 
Runaway Parents Total 

Adams 0 14 75 10 19 1 2 70 191 
Box Butte 0 0 4 4 2 1 0 3 14 
Brown 0 0 8 0 1 0 0 1 10 
Buffalo 1 29 42 17 19 4 1 79 192 
Butler 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Cass 0 4 6 7 4 0 0 11 32 
Cheyenne 0 5 6 6 3 3 0 8 31 
Custer 0 0 14 0 4 0 0 10 28 
Dakota 0 13 13 4 12 2 1 34 79 
Dawes 0 0 4 0 7 0 0 4 15 
Dawson 0 8 19 13 11 2 1 27 81 
Dodge 3 12 37 17 20 1 0 44 134 
Douglas 14 338 778 220 210 14 84 642 2300 
Fillmore 0 5 1 1 4 0 0 10 21 
Gage 0 0 9 3 7 0 0 21 40 
Hall 1 40 111 31 35 3 2 76 299 
Holt 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 5 11 
Johnson 0 4 9 0 3 0 0 11 27 
Keith 0 1 8 5 4 1 0 9 28 
Kimball 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Knox 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Lancaster 10 212 465 132 143 13 21 549 1545 
Lincoln 0 34 71 34 21 6 1 73 240 
Madison 4 11 56 14 23 1 2 69 180 
Morrill 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Otoe 0 1 12 2 1 0 0 7 23 
Pierce 0 0 1 3 5 0 0 6 15 
Platte 0 8 25 8 15 1 1 25 83 
Red Willow 0 7 24 10 7 1 1 21 71 
Richardson 0 0 4 1 6 0 0 4 15 
Saline 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 2 6 
Sarpy 0 33 47 40 49 2 5 141 317 
Saunders 0 3 10 1 3 0 0 15 32 
Scotts Bluff 2 34 57 12 22 2 0 24 153 
Seward 2 20 38 7 9 4 0 25 105 
Thayer 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 4 
Thurston 0 18 16 28 11 1 6 51 131 
Washing-
ton 1 3 4 0 3 0 0 2 13 
York 0 5 10 5 4 1 2 8 35 
Grand To-
tal 38 866 1995 636 688 64 130 2089 6506 


