
TF'åLÛ WË,LFARË, gËRVIËË5 TÕñ¿îRATT

BETWEEN THE

NËBRA$KÁ $ËPÃ,RTMEh{T ÕF ÊJEALT¡"f ,Åh¡g I"çUfiIT.Âft¡ SEÍ{WTËS
ÐIVISÌON ÙF CI.ITLTRÊN ANÐ FAMILY SERVåCES

AND

Paradigm !nc

'Ihis contract is entered into by and between the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Seruìces, DlVlSlÕN OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES (hereinafter
"DHHS'), and Paradigm lnc 809 South 174th Street Omaha NE 68118 (hereinafter
"Contractor").

PURPOSE. The purpose of this contract is to provìde child welfare services for children
and families of the State of Nebraska.

I" TFRM,ANN TERIITINÁTIOIS

A. TERM. lhis contract is in effect from July 1,2013 until October 31 ,2013.

B. IEIIMINAIIQN. Th¡s contract may be terminated at any time upon mutual wr¡tten
consent or by either pariy for any reêson upolr subrnission of wrftten ¡otice to the other
party at least Ninety (90) days prior to the effective date of termination. DHHS may
also terminate this contract in accord with the provisions designated "FUNDING
AVAILABILITY" and "BREACH OF CONTRACT." ln the evenl either party terminates
{l¡is conk¿ct, {lre Cryitr¿¡:tor shall pravide t6 DFq{-{S all woïk ir prcgress, wcrk
completed, and materials provided to it by DHHS in connection with this contract
immed iately.

#. t$Ns$ÐERÅÍfoî*

A, DHHS shall pay the Contractor a maximum amount not to exceed $190,000.0û for
the services specifìed herein.

B. Payment will be made for service as authorized by DHHS through the NFOCUS
Sysfem. All servlne costs are inch.lded in the esTablished rale for each service. No
additional costs w¡ll be billed to or paid by DHHS, except as specifically stated w¡thin
the attachment(s). DHHS shall offset overpaid amounts by withholding or reducing
future payments.

C. This contract does not guarantee that DHHS shall request the services. No minimum
number of authorizations for services shall be cornpleted by DHI-IS"

D. Payment shall be made in compliance with the Nebraska Prompt Payment Act. NEB.
REV. STAT. 81-2401 thrr-rugh 81-2408. Unfess otherwise provided herein, payment
shall be made by electronic means. DHHS shall withhold payment until requìred
repûrts ãre received.
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E.

F,

The Contractor is responsible for any and all costs associated with the production and
delivery of reports. No other charges will be submitted under the terms of this contract.
The Contractor shall not accept payment from the family of the youth under the terms of
this Contract unless an established part of DHHS's case plan includes a fee for
services.
The Contractor shall submit a bill with all necessary documents to DHHS with¡n ninety
(90) days of the provision of service. Any bills submitted for payment more than a year
from the date of service shall not be paÌd under the terms of this contract.

ilt. scoPE oF sERVtcEs

A. The Contractor shall prov¡de the following service as described in the attachments
dated July 1,2013:

D.

Family Support Service,
lntensìve Family Preservation and
Parenting Skill Development and Visitation.

ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS. The Contractor agrees that DHHS has the finat
author¡ty in all decjsions perta¡ning to child welfare serv¡ces. The Contractor agrees to
begin services upon effective date of this contract. The Contractor shall recruit, train
and superuise staff to perform the services. The Contractor shall assure the safety and
well-being of the children and families rn the Contractor's care.

STAFF BACKGROUND CHECKS,
1. The Contractor shall conduct background checks on any employees, ¡nterns,

volunteers, or subcontractors who may have direct unsupervised contact with
children. An initial background check will be conducted prior to any unsupervised
contact with chìldren, followed by a background check every two years thereafter.

Background checks must include:
a. Nebraska Sex Offender Registry maintained by the Nebraska State Patrol;
b. Nebraska Child Abuse and Neglect Central Register; and
c. Nebraska Adult Abuse and Neglect Central Register.

TRANSPORTATION,
1. All staff providing transportâtion services to children and families shall:

a. Complete a defensive driving course as sanctioned by the Nebraska Safety
Council or similar agency;

b. Adhere to 474 NAC 5-018.06D1 Driver Standards and
c. Provide transportation, not solely, but in conjunction with the provision of

services and pursu¡t of outcomes as outlined in the Provìder Service Referral or
Visitation Plan. The Contractor shall prov¡de and use safety belts and child
safety restra¡nts for all passengers in accordance with Nebraska State Stalutes.
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E. ßËOUfREp RËPORTS.

a. ïhe Contractor must subm¡t,q wrìtten summary report to the desìgnated DHHS staff
person no later than the 15"' day of the month following the provision of selices.

i. The monthly report shouìd include results of services provided"
ii. The Contractor agrees to provide additional reporls upon request by DHHS

for court appearances or other special purposes"
¡ii. The reports must be in a format approved by DHHS. These reporis can be

$ent e¡eotron¡cãlly by secure errail. Signed orìginais rnust be available if
requested by DHHS.

b. Caregiver Notìfication: The Contractor shall report (verbally) to the youth's
caregivers if the results of drug screen testing, Intervention or therapeutic visit,
nray írrrpact {he youtì-r's suirsequent mood, t¡ehavior, or safely"

c. No Show Not¡fication: The Contractor shall notify (verbally) DHHS of any "no show
or fail to return" within two (2) hours-

F. rNSUil&L{Ç|.
1. ïhe Contractor shall maintain the following types of insurance, or a self-insurance

program, in the following amounts, for the duties performed under this contract:

a. General Liability
General Aggregate $2,000,000
Bodily lnjury/Property Damage $1,000,000 per occurrence

h. Workers Cnmpensation As required hy slal[fe

c. AutomobileLiability
Bodily lnjury/Property Damage $1,000,000 per occurrence

d. Unrbrella/ExcessLiability
Over Primary lnsurance $1,000,000 per occuÍrence

2. The Contractor shall provide DHHS a ceriificate of ínsurance coverage wíth the
above lequíre r*en{s i:liong wilh the Conl¡acfor's signalrre. N¡:tíce of cancellation ¡:f
1.hrs irrsurance musi be subfiiitted imnrediately to DHHS along with evicience lhat
Contractor has obtained replacement coverage for the cancelled poficy to ensure
lhat there is no break in coverage.

G. RESULTS BASED ACCOUNTA-BILI] Y. Tlre Conlractor agrees to c*opetaie wìth.
ùÍJllS in ttre clevelopment of any desirecJ ouico¡nes, perr'orrnance meàsures, and
reporting requirements necessary for ¡mplementation of the Divis¡on of Children and
Families' Results Based Accountability initiative"

tg- LiÊ¡r¡Êtri.AL l. fat.j v ¡ittr. tv i:¡

A, ACÜLSS ] Ü RËCOì<IJS AND AUD|I RÈSPÙNSIIJILIlIÈS.
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1. All Contractor books, records, and documents regardless of physicalform, including
data maintained in computer f¡les or on magnetic, optical or other media, relating to
work performed or monies received under this contract shall be subject to audit at
anV reasonable time upon the provision of reasonable notice by DHHS. Contractor
shall maintain all records for five (5) years from the date of final payment, except
that records that fall under the provisions of Health lnsurance Portabìlity and
Accountability Act (HIPAA) shall be maintained for six (6) full years from the date of
final payment. in addiiion io the foregoing reteniion periocis, all records shall be
maintained until all issues related to an audit, litigation or other action are resolved
to the satisfaction of DHHS. All records shall be maintained in accordance with
generally accepted business practices.

The Contractor shall provide DHHS any and ail wriüen communications received by
the Contractor from an auditor related to Contractor's internal control over financial
reporting requirements and communication wjth those charged with governance
including those in compliance with or related to Statement of Auditing Standards
(SAS) 112 Comrnunicating lr¡ternal Control related Íúatters ldentified in an Audif and
SAS 114 The Auditor's Communication with Those Charged With Governance.The
Contractor agrees to provide DHHS with a copy of all such written commun¡cations
immediately upon rece¡pt or ¡nstruct any auditor it employs to deliver copies of such
wrillen communications to DHHS at the same l¡me copies are delivered to the
Contractor, in which case the Contractor agrees to verify that DHHS has receíved a
copy.

2.

3. The Contractor shall immediately correct any material weakness or condition
reported to DHHS in the course of an audit and notify DHHS that the correct¡ons
have been made.

4. ln addition to, and in no way in limitation of any obligation in this contract, the
Contractor shall be liable for audit exceptions, and shall return to DHHS all
payments made under this contract for which an exception has been taken or which
has been dí-çalJowed hecause of such an exception, upon demand from DHHS,

5. The above provisions shall sulive termination of this contract.

B. AMENDMENT. Thís contract may be modified only by written amendment, executed by
bnth padies. No alteration or variation of the terms and conditions of this ccntract shall
be valid unless made in wrÌting and signed by the parties.

C. ANTI-DISCRIMINATION. The Contractor shall comply with all applicable local, state
and fude¡aí s{¿rtutes arrd regulalions regardr'ng civii righi.s ar:d equal opporlun¡ty
employment, including Title Vl of the Civil Rights Act of '1964; the Rehabilitation Act of
1 973, Public Law 93-112: the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1 990, Public Law '101 -
336; and the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act, NEB. REV. SrAr. $g 48-1 101 to
48.4 125. Vicllation of said :itahrtes and regulations will constitr.¡te íì materiâl breach of
contract. fhe Contractor shall inserl ihis provision in all subcontracts.

Svs Contract Fed Êunds NOT Subject to A-133 Audil
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D. ASSIGNMENT. The Contractor shall not assign or transfer any interest, rights, or
duties under this contract to any person, firm, or corporation without prior wriften
consent of DHHS. ln the absence of such written consent, any assignment or attempt
to assiqn shall constitute a breach of this contract-

Ê. ASSURANCE. lf DHHS, in good faith, has reason to believe that the Contractor does
not intend to, is unable to, or has refused to periorm or cont¡nue to per-form all material
obligations under this contract, DHHS may demand in writrng that the Contractor give a
written assurance of intent to perform. Failure by the Contractor to provide wr¡tten
assurance within the number of days speciTied in the demand may, at DHHS's option,
be the basis for terminating ihis contract-

F.BB^EAç_I-I_Q_F_-QO.NIRAÇ].DHHSmayterminatethiscontract,inwholeorinpart,ifthe
Contractor fails to perlorm its obligations under this contract in a limeiy ano proper
manner- DHHS may, by providing a wr¡tten notice of default to the Contractor, allow the
Contractor to cure a failure or breach of contract within a periocJ of thirty (30) days or
longer at DHHS's djscretion considering the gravity and nature of the default. Said
notice shall be delivered by Certifíed l\i4ail, Return Receipt Requested or in person with
proof of delivery. Allowing the Contractor time to cure a failure or breach of contract
does not waive DHHS's right to immediately terminate the contract for the same or
different contract breach which may occur at a different time. DHHS may, at iis
discretion, contract for any services required to complete thìs contract and hold the
Contractor liable for any excess cost caused by Contractor's default. This provision
shall not preclude the pursuit of other remedies for breach of contract as allowed by
law"

G. CONFIDENTIALITY- Any änd all information gathered in the performance of this
contract, either independently or through DHHS, shall l¡e held in the strìctest confidence
and shall be released to no one other than DHHS without the pr¡or"written authorization
of DHHS, provided, that contrary contract provis¡ons setforth herein shall be deemed to
be authorized exceptions to this general confidentiality provision. This provision shall
survíve termination of this contract.

H. QO_NFLICTS OF_|f\[E BEqI ln the performance of th js contract, the Contractor shall
avoid all conflícts of interesi and all appearances of conflicts of interest. The Contractor
shall immediately notify DHHS of any such instances encountered so that other
arrangements can be made to complete the work.

L DATA OWNERSHIP AND COPYRIGHT. All data collected as a result of this projecf
shall be the property of DHHS. The Contractor shall not copyright any of the
copyrightable material produced in conjunction with the performance requìred under
th¡s contract without written consent from DHHS. DHHS hereby reserues a royalty-free,
nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use, and to
author¡ze others to use the copyrightable material for state govenrment purposes. This
pl'ovision shall survive termination of this contract.
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J. DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION OR DECLARED INELLEIELE The Contractor certif¡es
that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for
debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from partìcipation in thìs
transaction by any federal department or agency.

K. DQçIME¡LT_SINCORPORATËD BY RËFERËNCE. All references in thls conlract to
laws, rules, regulations, guidelines, directives, and attachments which sei forth
standards and procedures to be followed by the Contractor in discharging its obligations
under this contract shall be deemed incorporated by reference and made a parl of thís
contract with the same force and effect as if set forth in fulf text, herein.

L. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE. Contractor certifies that it maintains a drug-free
workplace environment to ensure worker safety and workplace integrity. Contractor
shall provide a copy of its drug-free workplace policy at any time upon request by
DHHS.

M- FEDFRAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. The Contractor will comply with all applicable
provisions of 45 C.F.R. SS 87.1-87-2. The Contractor shall not use direct federal
financial assistance to engage in inherently religious activities, such as worship,
religious instruction, and/or proselytization.

N. FORCI_MAJEU_BE. Neither party shall t¡e liable for atry costs or damages resu[ting
from its inabilìty lo perform any of its obligations under this contract due to a natural
disaster, or other similar event outside the control and not the fault ofthe affected pany
("Force Majeure Event"). A Force Majeure Event shall not constitute a breach of this
contract- The pañy so affected shall immediately glve notice to the other party of the
Force Majeure Event. Upon such notice, all obligatíons of the affected pady under this
contract which are reasonably related to the Force Majeure Event shall be suspended,
and the affected party shall do everything reasonably necessary to resume
performance âs soon as poss¡ble. Lahror disputes with the ìmpacted party's own
employees will not be considered a Force Majeure Event and will not suspend
performance requirements under this contract.

ö. FUNDING AVAIL-AB_LUTY. DHHS mäy termìnate th¡s contract, in whole or in paft, in the
event funding is no longer available. Should funds not be appropriated, DHHS may
terminate the contract with respect to those payments for the f¡scal years for which such
funds are not appropr¡ated. DHHS shall give the Contractor written notice thirty (30)
days prior to lhe efiective date oi any termination. The Contractor shall be entitled io
receive just and equitable compensation for any authorized work which has been
satisfactorily completed as of the terminatron dale. ln no event shall the Contractor be
paid for a loss of anticipated profit,

P. GOVERNING LAW. This contract shall be governed in all respects by the laws and
statutes ofthe State of Nebraska- Any legal proceedings against DHHS orthe State of
Nebraska regalding this contract shall be brought in Nebraska administrative or judicial

Svs Contract Fed Funds NOI Subject to A-133 Audil
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forurns as delined by Nebraska State law. The Contractt¡r shail conrply with all
Nebraska statutory and regulatory law.

o- HQLDIIeBMLE€S..
1. The Contractor shall defend, ¡ndemniiy, hold, and save harmless the Stale of

Nebraska and its employees, volunteers, agents, and its elected and appointed
officials ("the indemnified parties") from and against any and all claims, liens,
demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, Iosses, judgments, cosis,
and expenses of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses,
settlement costs, and attorney fees and expenses ("the claims"), sustained or
asserted against the State of Nebraska, arising out of, resulting from, or attr¡butable
to the willful misconduct, negligence, error, or omission of the Contractor, its
employees, subcontractors, consultants, represeniatives, and agents, except to the
extent such Contractor liability is attenuated by any action of the State of Nebraska
which directfy and proximately contributed to the claims.

2. DIIHS's liability is f¡mited to the extent provided by the Nebraska Tort Claims Act,
the Nebraska Contract Claims Act, the Nebraska Miscellaneous Claims Act, and
any other applicable provis¡ons of law. DHHS does not assume liability for the
sction of its Contractors.

3. The above provisions shall survive term¡nation of this contract.

R. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. The Contractor is an lndependent Contractor and
neither it nor any of its employees shall for any purpose be deemed emplovees of
DHHS- The Contractor shall employ and direct such perconnef as it requires to pedorm

its obligations under this contract, exercise full authority over its personnel, and comply
with all workers' compensation, employer's liabílity and otherfederal, state, county, and
municipal laws, ordinances, rules and regulations required of an employer providing
services as contemplated by this contract.

S. INVOICES. lnvoices for payments submitted by the Contractor shall contain sufficient
detail to support payment. Any terms and conditions included in lhe Contractor's invoice
shall be deemed to be solefy for the convenience of the part¡es-

T. INTEGRATION. This wr¡tten contract represents the entire agreement between the
parties, and any prior or contemporaneous representations, promises, or statements by
the partìes, thal are not incorporated hereln, shall not serue to vary or contradict the
terms set forth in this contract.

U. LOBBYING"
1. No Fecleral appropriated funds shall be paid, by or on behalf of the Contractor, to

any person for influencing or attempt¡ng to influence an officer or employee of any
agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an

employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this contract or (a) the
awarding of any Federal agreement; (b) the making of any Federal grant; (c) the

Svs Contract Fed Funds NOT Subiect to A-133 Audrt
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NOTICES. Notices shall be in writing and shall be effective upon receipt. Written notices,
including all reports and other wr¡tten communications required by this contract shall be
sent to the following addresses
FOR DHHS:
Sara Goscha
DHHS
P.O. Box 95026
Lincoln Nebraska 68509

l;*.ßo',/,'¿

[f\¡ WITNESS TI-iERËOF, the parties have duly executed this contract hereto, and each
party acknowledges the receipt of a duly executed copy of this contract with original
signatures.

FOR DHHQ:

,t\"í7:*-
D. Pristow. Director

Division of Children and Family Services
Department of Health and Human Services

Svs Contract Fed Funds NOT SubijeÇt to A-133 Audil
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siair wiit né nééoeo to wort< wrttr a tárger ramity.

3. DHHS shall pay the Contractor $25.00 per hour for
travel from the provider's home or office, whichever is
closest in proximity to the client.

4. ¿lFl.l-ls shall pay the Contractor f<¡r par al hours
according to the following schedule:

a) 0-'15 minutes - .25 hour
b) 16-30 minutes - .50 hour
c) 31-45 minutes - .75 hour
.q) .46,$-0, 1.1.'!i¡'g!es -.'r .0Q r:qqt
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