
State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services 
August 12, 2008 – 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

Country Inn & Suites – 5353 No. 27th St.  Lincoln, NE 
MINUTES  

Committee Members Present:   
Adria Bace, Beth Baxter, Leslie Byers, Pat Compton, Bev Ferguson, Scot Ford, Dwain Fowler, Chris 
Hanus, Clint Hawkins, Susan Krome, Kathy Lewis, Frank Lloyd, Vicki Maca, Colleen Manthei, Jerry 
McCallum, Pat Talbott, Diana Waggoner 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Jimmy Burke, Chelsea Chesen, Roxie Cillessen, Cheryl Crouse, Joliene Hall, Morgan Hecht 
 
DHHS Staff Present:   
Susan Adams, Alexandra Castillo, Sheri Dawson, Jim Harvey 
 
Interested Individuals Present:   
J. Rock Johnson, Kara Seveni, Becca Townsend, Norma Rabago, Shari Redler, Kasey Moyer, Rachel 
Pinkerton 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
Bev Ferguson, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.    
 

 Roll call of members determined a quorum was met.  16 Members of 23 appointed members were 
present at the beginning of the meeting.  Each member introduced themselves and gave a brief 
statement about themselves.  Leslie Byers and Diana Waggoner are new committee members.  

 
II. APPROVAL of MAY 6, 2008 MINUTES
√  Motion was made by Jerry McCallum and seconded by Kathy Lewis to approve the May 6,  2008 
minutes as submitted.  Voice vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.  
   
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
√  Motion was made by Kathy Lewis and seconded by Cody Manthei to accept the August 12, 2008 
agenda as submitted.  Voice vote was unanimous and motion carried.    
 
IV.   DHHS BEVAVIORAL HEALTH-EDUCATION COORDINATION 
 
Memorandum of Understanding of Supported Employment Services 
Behavioral Health and Vocational Rehabilitation has had a solid working relationship for at least 20 
years.   Scot Adams and Frank Lloyd signed a Memorandum of Understanding to continue this 
relationship.   A table showing the basic nature of the relationship and funding values was disturbed 
and also the signed Memorandum.  Item 1 & 1a 
   
Consumer/employer Presentation 
Casey Moyer from Mental Health Association has been doing Supported Employment  for over a year. 
MHA follows the evidence base practice and has a good working relationship with Voc Rehab which 
has been a great benefit to the individuals of Supported Employment.  Currently MHA has over 20 
individuals employed, and has had 140 referrals to the program and feels their first year has been 
successful.  10 individuals have made their outcome of 120 days and 3 are working full time.  Two 
individuals were present and spoke of their support employment experience and how it is helping 
them be successful.  
 
UPDATE on DHHS/VR/NDE Partnering-Children MH  
This started with Children’s Mental Health and the concern of not having enough children services. 
Vocational Rehabilitation works with children’s disabilities and Nebraska Department of Education  



has special Educational programs and works with children. The three agencies are linking together 
and talking about how the sharing of resources can happen. 
 
SIG is focused on Transition Age Youth population.  Identifying and working out the barriers that 
hamper the transitions. Mark DeKraai with Public Policy Center has been looking at other states and 
how it’s been done and will be educating the Division.  
 
A barrier mentioned is the Arbor Program.  Education is needed for young mothers to get their GED.  
Chris Hanus with the Division of Children and Family will check into the Arbor Program and report 
back to the committee.  
 

 2009 Mental Health Advisory meeting dates 
        The dates for 2009 Advisory meetings are:  February 5, May 7, August 13 and November 5. 
 

V.   BH DIVISION REPORTS  
 
Response to Committee Recommendations/Questions/Comments 
Scot Adams reviewed the BH response to the Committee’s recommendations dated May 1, 2008.      
Item 2  
 
Comments: 
If the Hastings Regional Center closes, what will happen with the student’s education?  At this time it’s 
not possible to answer that question. No decision has been made because the state needs to find a 
new or better facility and it will serve only men from Hastings Regional Center.  
 
 
Mental Health Block Grant Review 
 
Block Grant materials were mailed out and can be accessed at   https://bgas.samhsa.gov/cmhs2009/ 

MHPC  
Username:   NE_CouncilMember 
Password:   Lincoln%496 

General Public 
Username:                  NE_citizen  
Password:                  Lincoln#935559 

  
Comments noted from the meeting included in the Mental Health Block Grant:  
• The  Block Grant be expanded to indicate that Joel resigned to take another position with 

Department of Corrections to enhance his career to be a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor 
(LADC). 

• Requested more should be changed to include Family organizations and the description of 
regional services. 

• Add a list of family organizations.   
• Add Multi-System Therapy as an Evidence Based Practice.  Already exists in Regions 3 & 5. 
• Add -  Peer Support programs 
• Add the ASO as a strength and should clarify description to include the fact that the contract 

covers three Divisions; Division of Behavioral Health, Division of Children & Family Services and 
Division of Medicaid & Long Term Care. 

• Add a 7th GAP – Lack of Clarification of system integration of consumers and families   
• Note that Trauma Informed Nebraska needs to include the work done by Coercion Free Nebraska 
• Regarding Joel McCleary’s resignation as Administrator of the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA), 

there should be an interim person assigned to that position and be attending the MH Advisory 
Committee meetings. 

• Will there be a National Search Administrator of the Office of Consumer Affairs? 



• There is challenge to get information on services available to the families.  A recommendation 
made was to go through the School systems to get information to families.  

• Recommendation to have another round of review and discussion on the draft Behavioral Health 
Regulations (Title 206) at the November 4, 2008 meeting before the draft is presented at the 
formal public hearing.  

• Under GAP #4: SHORTAGE OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH WORKFORCE, members of the 
Committee asked to have the Health Professions Tracking Center identify the population they 
serve such as children only, adults only or both and specialized services.  

• Recommends the Division of Behavioral Health to work out the barriers that hamper the transitions 
from youth services to adult services.   

• Recommend the Division of Behavioral Health continue to support the RentWise program.  NOTE:  
RentWise was developed by Marilyn Bruin, an extension housing specialist with the University of 
Minnesota.  It was introduced to Nebraska by Shirley Niemeyer at the UNL Extension and Jean 
Chicoine with the DHHS Homeless Assistance Program.  RentWise is a renter education class 
designed to increase a renter’s ability to (a) Develop and benefit from cooperative relationships 
with the landlord (b) Locate adequate, safe and affordable housing; (c) Resolve problems with 
neighbors and landlords; and (d) Remain in the same place and maintain housing stability. 

 
The MH Block grant due date is September 1, 2008. 
 
Region 2 BH Report 
Kathy Seacrest briefly reviewed the functions and the services offered in Region 2.  Region 2 services 
17 counties and combines Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services to better serve the 
population which is made up mostly of rural areas and involves a lot of traveling.  Region 2 also  
provides prevention and  treatment services to Dawson Jail which is mostly women and Keith County 
Jail.  Informational brochures were distributed.   Attached Item 3 
 
 
NAC 206 Behavioral Health Regulations  
Sheri explained her request for comments on “Title 206 – Draft of Behavioral Health Regulations.  
Sheri pointed out that Chapter 6 refers to Consumer rights. The BH Regulations will be on the Agenda 
of the November 4, 2008 meeting and would like to have comments prior to the public hearing.     The 
committee is asked to review Title 206 BH Regulations and send or e-mail feedback to Sheri Dawson.   
The hearing date is not known but will not be prior to November 4, 2008.  The Draft of BH Regulations 
can be access at www.hhs.state.ne.us/behindex.htm. 
 
 VI.   Public Comment
 J. Rock Johnson 
* The Web site for MHBG should be listed with the MH Advisory Council or the Planning Council  

because citizens would have more awareness of that as a opposed to Community Mental 
Health Services  

* Suggests to change the sign in sheet to “interested individuals” as opposed to guests.  
* Suggests that there be more than one time to collect feedback and comments to the 

Behavioral Health Regulations because the BH Regulations are important.  
* Feels the description of transformation needs to show that all is going in the same direction.  
* Consumer conference does not empower consumers by doing Consumer Conference 101 

every year. 
* Encourage the Committee members to attend a Planning Council training.  
      
 
VII.   Mental Health Advisory Committee Recommendations to BH Division 
- Recommend to the Division to have a breakdown of the population serviced to help determine the 

Professional services dealing with children and not just adults.   

http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/behindex.htm


- Recommend the Division to do away with the over medication of children and use more 
counseling therapy. 

- Recommend the Division to inform the committee member on what is the hiring process for the 
Officer of Consumer Affairs and will there be a National search of applicants. 

- How are Mental Health treatments to be integrated with Vocational Rehabilitation to provide care     
       or Treatment.   
- Requested the final Behavioral Health Oversight Commission report be sent to the committees.  

Committee members were given the web site page address to access the BHOC reports.  
 

VIII. Next Meeting Agenda Items   
 
● Division’s Response to recommendations 
● Region 1 BH Report 
● Child Report – Beth Baxter 
● Arbor Program – Chris Hanus 
● Title 206 BH Regulations feed back  
● OCA Hiring Process 
 
IX.    Plus/Delta
Committee did a good job of reviewing materials.   
Good carrot cake 
Good to have public in front of committee members 
Consumer success stories are great. 
Success due to being consumer driven 
300 pages of MHBG was well organized 
Maya did high quality work 
                   
X.   Adjournment & Next Meeting 

 
√ Motion made by Dwain Fowler and seconded by Leslie Byers to adjourn the meeting.  Voice vote 
was unanimous.  Motion passed. 
 
The next meeting date is Tuesday, November 4, 2008 at Country Inn and Suites. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.  
 
Meeting dates set for 2009 are:  all on Thursday 
February 5, 2009,  May 7, 2009,  August 13, 2009,  November 5, 2009 
 
Prepared by:  Alexandra Castillo, Staff Assistant 
 
 
Approved by ______________________________________ Date      10/24/08
             Quality Improvement Coordinator  
  Division of Behavioral Health  
 
 




























