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May 7, 2009 
9:08 a.m. – 4:20 p.m. 

Country Inn & Suites, 5353 North 27th, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Committee Members Present:  Bev Ferguson, Adria Bace, Beth Baxter, Pat Compton, Scot 
Ford, Chris Hanus, Kathy Lewis, Frank Lloyd, Clint Hawkins, Vicki Maca, Colleen Manthai, 
Jerry McCallum, Pat Talbott and Diana Waggoner 
 
Committee Members Absent:  Chelsea Chesen, Roxie Cillessen, Cheryl Crouse, Dwain Fowler 
and Morgan Hecht 
 
DHHS Staff Present:  Jim Harvey, Dr. Scot Adams, Sue Adams, Sheri Dawson, Robert Bussard 
and Christine Newell 
 
Guests Present:  Danielle Hill, Teresa Chasen, Charles Coley, J. Rock Johnson, Linda Jensen, 
and Cherisa Price Wells 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Chairperson Bev Ferguson started the meeting with member introductions. 
 
Attendance – Determination of Quorum  
Roll call taken by Christine Newell.  At least eleven members were present constituting quorum.  
Mr. Harvey announced that Jimmy Burke resigned from the Committee on May 6, 2009.   
 
Approval of February 5, 2009 Minutes 
Kathy Lewis indicated that the minutes reflected her as present and absent but that she was 
indeed present.  Motion made by Pat Talbott to approve February 5th minutes with correction, 
seconded by Clint Hawkins.  Motion adopted by unanimous voice vote.       
 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion made by Jerry McCallum to approve the day’s agenda, seconded by Beth Baxter.  
Motion adopted by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment 
J. Rock Johnson said she thought the updated draft of the by-laws should acknowledge the 
federal public law that created the Committee and that the Committee should know of their 
duties and responsibilities based on the law.  Ms. Johnson encouraged the Committee to table the 
by-laws until the next meeting so that members would have a chance to review the public law. 
 
Ms. Johnson requested that all materials sent out to Committee members prior to the meeting be 
posted on the website for public access prior to the meeting. 
 
Ms. Johnson inquired when another draft of the regulations can be expected.  She said that peer 
support is in the law now but that it’s not in the Division’s current draft.   
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Ms. Johnson suggested at the federal block grant review in August, the Committee say they want 
25% of block grant funds to go to consumer funded services.  
 
RentWise Coordination – Danielle Hill 
Attachment A1 – Hill, RentWise Nebraska PowerPoint Presentation, May 6, 2009 
Attachment A2 – Hill, Nebraska Housing Developers Association 2007-2008 Annual Report and  
 business card 
Danielle Hill from the Nebraska Housing Developer’s Association presented on the RentWise 
program – a collaborative housing initiative that educates renters and home buyers on how to 
find, take care of, and budget for a home.  Ms. Hill discussed funding, curriculum, incentives, 
training trainers, program objectives and strategies and the expansive network of invested 
parties. 
 
Discussion occurred about the lack of data and a coordinated statewide body.  Pat Compton 
suggested doing a pilot program to get some hard data on how the program has improved 
property standards, conditions, and landlord’s success with tenants.   
 
Jim Harvey proposed that some Olmstead money go to the Housing Developers Association in 
order to create a coordinated statewide body.  Frank Lloyd moved to support the RentWise 
statewide coordination using Olmstead funds, seconded by Colleen Manthai.  Motion approved 
by unanimous voice vote 
 
Arbor Program Representative – Cherisa Price Wells  
Attachment B – Price Wells, Employment First, May 7, 2009  
Cherisa Price Wells, Program Manager with Arbor Education and Training, presented on Arbor’s 
Employment First (EF) program which provides mandatory support and employment services for 
people receiving cash assistance from the State of Nebraska.  Ms. Price Wells explained the 
orientation/assessment process, weekly requirements, support services, and service plan 
development.   
 
Arbor must follow federal government guidelines which state 50% of people in the program need 
to be successful.  Many states struggle to meet the 50% but Nebraska has been a leader in 
meeting and surpassing the requirement. 
 
Legislative Update – Dr. Scot Adams 
A number of bills introduced this year have had some impact on BH, legislative bill (LB) 183, 
346, 356, 601, and 603 have all been corralled into LB603.  Dr. Adams reviewed the LB’s 
comprising LB603. 
 
OCA Administrator Announcement – Dr. Scot Adams 
Attachment C – Adams, Press Release for Carol Coussons de Reyes, April 1, 2009 
Carol Coussons de Reyes was selected as the new Office of Consumer Affairs Administrator.   
She is a published author and artist.  The Division will be welcoming Ms. Coussons de Reyes on 
June 1st in Lincoln with the Kim Foundation’s support.     
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HRC Youth Family Involvement – Dr. Scot Adams 
In regards to a question raised at the last meeting about Hastings Regional Center (HRC) youth 
and family involvement, Dr. Adams described the HRC population and family involvement 
during treatment sessions (in person or by phone).  There’s a 90% rate of family participation.  
Families that do not participate are likely to live out of state or be incarcerated.    
 
MH Funding for 2010 – Sue Adams 
Sue Adams from the Division of Behavioral Health discussed regional budget plans for fiscal 
year (FY) 2010, Medicaid match funds, housing assistance, LB603, and the Panhandle Substance 
Abuse Center contract.   
 
Region Budget Planning for FY2010 – Sue Adams 
Ms. Adams discussed the allocation formula, the budget planning process, 2 year contracting, 
and continuation funding.     
 
Service enhancement is being made available to the regions.  It allows regions to cover providers 
billing Medicaid for a person to meet a level of care.  Funding peers is one of the most relevant 
areas.  This will allow the Division to capture where people are paying for peer support services 
and how much is going to peer support.  The regions decide how much of the budget goes 
towards service enhancement.   
 
Service Definitions – Sheri Dawson 
Attachment D – Dawson, Service Definition Webpage, May 5, 2009 
Service definitions provide a description of what the Division wants to purchase and what the 
services look like – how it’s licensed, staffed, program expectations, etc.  The Division and 
Medicaid service definitions are listed in the “yellowbook”.  The service definitions were posted 
on the DBH website with requests for feedback.  The DBH, Medicaid and Magellan workgroup 
is reviewing feedback, changes to the service definitions will be re-posted for additional 
feedback.      
 
Regulations – Sheri Dawson  
The Title 206 BH Service Regulations and Medicaid’s chapter 35 Rehabilitation Regulations are 
in the process of being updated.  The Division added trauma informed, recovery language to the 
regulations.  They were posted to the website.  The updated regulations will be posted before the 
public hearing.   
 
Ms. Dawson has also been travelling across the State presenting to providers and 
consumer/family groups on Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) and getting feedback on 
priority areas and performance measures for statewide focus. 
 
Region 5 BH Report & Harvest Project Program – C.J. Johnson  
Attachment E – Johnson, Region 5 Systems Presentation, May 5, 2009 
C.J. Johnson, Region Administrator with Region 5 systems, gave a presentation on lessons the 
Region 5 Behavioral Health Authority has learned since LB1083 passed in 2004 and what the 
Region’s doing with the one time funding.   
Mr. Johnson discussed: 
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 using data to make decisions 
 bringing shareholders together 
 decreasing repeat admissions 
 decreased EPCs (emergency protective custody) and the 24 hour 1-800 hotline for law 

enforcement 
 CRTs (crisis response teams) and intensive case management 
 investment in peer programs and ACT (assertive community treatment) 
 Targeted Adult Service Coordination Program (TASCP) 
 rental assistance 
 Rose House and respite beds to prevent relapse 
 service vouchers 
 consumer family coalition 
 collaboration with the People’s Health Clinic in Lincoln.   

 
The Leadership Academy is an opportunity for individuals in recovery to receive training, sit on 
a board of directors, and develop skills.  Anyone in Region 5 is eligible for the training, 
scholarships are available. 
   
Regional Centers Update – Bill Gibson 
Attachment F1 – Gibson, NRC Average Daily Census, Jan 05 to Mar 09 
Attachment F2 – Gibson, LRC Average Daily Census, Jan 05 to Mar 09  
Attachment F3 – Gibson, LRC and NRC Combined Average Daily Census, Jan 05 to Mar 09  
Bill Gibson, CEO of the Regional Centers, drew a historical picture and an update on the 
population and purpose of the regional centers since LB1083.  
 
Mr. Gibson discussed the transfer of funds from regional centers to communities, the SA 
program at HRC, and the sex offender population increase and move to NRC.   
 
LRC Waiting List – Bill Gibson 
Attachment F4 – Gibson, 2008-2009 LRC Waiting List 
The intent of LB1083 was to move behavioral health services out of state hospitals and into 
communities.  In the first week of January 2009, there was no one on the LRC waiting list.  
Mr. Gibson discussed the forensics waiting list, the residential program at Whitehall campus, and 
the economy’s effect on the RC budget.  
 
“Network of Care” Demonstration – Sheri Dawson and Robert Bussard  
Attachment G – Dawson, Network of Care webpage, May 6, 2009 
Sheri Dawson and Robert Bussard gave a detailed tour of the Division’s new electronic service 
directory, Network of Care (http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/networkofcare/), a web-based resource for 
consumers, families, and providers.  Paul Cummings is travelling the state to give on site 
demonstrations of Network of Care and to share his personal experience with it; Dan Powers will 
be accompanying him.    
Transformation Transfer Initiative (TTI) Update – Jim Harvey 
Attachment H – Harvey, TTI Grant, Subcontract Agreement  
The TTI Grant is part of the Director’s priorities to create peer run, peer led support.  Mr. Harvey 
addressed the scope of work as referenced on the back of the handout.  The Public Policy Center 

http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/networkofcare/
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(PPC) is preparing the RFP (request for proposal).  The grant is an opportunity to figure out ways 
to pull peer support into the workforce.    
Criminal Justice Update – Jim Harvey 
Attachment I – Harvey, U.S. Dept. of Justice, Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program 
Grant 
The 2nd Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Grant is at the point of implementation.  The 
goals of the grant were discussed at length: statewide consumer and law enforcement 
participation in CIT (crisis intervention training), development of a jail screening tool, jail 
diversion program, and supported housing.   
 
Shinobu Wattanabe Galloway, with UNMC, is in the process of creating a final report on the 
regional center discharge project.  The entire DBH data set, the State prison data set, and the 
Crime Commission’s jail admissions data from January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008, are all 
going to be transferred to the UNMC College of BH Epidemiology Department for data analysis.   
 
Suicide Prevention Grant – Jim Harvey 
Attachment J – Harvey, SAMHSA State and Tribal Youth Suicide Prevention Grant, May 2009 
The Suicide Prevention Grant is SAMHSA funded at $500,000 a year for 3 years, with no match 
required; 85% of the grant must go to direct services.  DBH is working with the PPC on the 
application; Maya Chilese is the DBH manager.  Notice of award would be received by 
December.  
 
MH Committee By-laws Review Updated Draft – Jim Harvey 
The Committee reviewed the updated draft of the amended by-laws as discussed at the February 
5, 2009 meeting.  In reference to earlier public comment, Mr. Harvey indicated that the State 
statutes are referenced in Section 1.   
 
The by-laws act as ground rules created by the Committee for Committee operation.   
Adria Bace moved to approve the by-laws as is, pending the addition of the public law, seconded 
by Frank Lloyd.  Motion adopted by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment 
J. Rock Johnson emphasized the Committee’s responsibility to be educated in making 
recommendations and in their duties.  Ms. Johnson suggested the Committee recommend the 
State reallocate $2 million dollars of block grant money.   
 
Ms. Johnson said Dr. Adams was wrong regarding the closing of the Community Transfer 
Program (CTP) at LRC, and said there’s nothing comparable in the community that enables 
people to integrate back into the community like the CTP did.  She said it doesn’t have to be 
“business as usual” and that the Committee should program the money and take responsibility as 
a planning council. 
 
Discussion occurred regarding consumer involvement in block grant program development, 
actual block grant requirements, consumer involvement via enhanced services and trends 
towards growing consumer involvement throughout the State.   
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Mental Health Committee Questions/Recommendations to DBHS 
It was recommended that NBHS explores the opportunities around consumer driven and 
consumer operated services and how that would relate to the FY11 budget plans and contracts. 
 
It was suggested that there be more time on the agenda for discussion/conversation.  The August 
meeting is for block grant review; the Division will get a draft of the block grant out to 
Committee members 2 weeks in advance.   
 
Agenda Items for Next Meeting  

 Block Grant Application Review 
 Carol Coussons de Reyes talk over lunch about consumer driven/consumer operated 

services and about her vision and assessment of Nebraska. 
 
Plus/Delta 
Very informative. 
 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 


























































