
                                                     
State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services 

May 6,  2008 – 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Country Inn & Suites – 5353 No. 27th St.  Lincoln, NE 

MINUTES  
Committee Members Present:   
Adria Bace, Beth Baxter, Jimmy Burke, Roxie Cillessen, Cheryl Crouse, Bev Ferguson, Scot Ford, Dwain 
Fowler, Joleine Hall, Clint Hawkins, Morgan Hecht, Nancy Kratky,  Kathy Lewis, Colleen Manthei, Jerry 
McCallum, Pat Talbott, Scot Adams 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Chelsea Chesen, Pat Compton, Chris Hanus, Susan Krome, Frank Lloyd, Mary Wells 
Announcement was made that Mary Wells has resigned from the Committee. 
 
DHHS Staff Present:   
Sue Adams, Alexandra Castillo, Jim Harvey, Joel McCleary, Vicki Maca,  
 
Guests Present:   
Alan Green, J. Rock Johnson, LanaTemple-Plotz  
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
Bev Ferguson, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.    
 

 Roll call of members determined a quorum was met.  15 Members of 22 appointed members were present at 
the beginning of the meeting.  Each member introduced themselves and gave a brief statement about 
themselves.  

 
II. APPROVAL of February 5, 2008 MINUTES
√  Motion was made by Clint Hawkins and seconded by Cody Manthei to approve the February 5, 2008 
minutes as submitted.  Voice vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.  

 
       APPROVAL of November 6, 2007 MINUTES
√  Motion was made by Dwain Fowler and seconded by Nancy Kratky to approve the November  6, 2007 
minutes as submitted.  Voice vote was in favor of the motion, Jimmy Burke abstained from voting. Motion 
passed.  
   
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
√  Motion was made by Jerry McCallum and seconded by Kathy Lewis to accept the May 6, 2008 agenda as  
    submitted.  Voice vote was unanimous and motion carried.    

 
 Jimmy Burke asked for some clarification on membership terms that are due to expire soon. Jim Harvey 

informed the committee that everyone continues to be a member until the individual and the Division are 
notified by the Governor’s office.  

 
II.   BH DIVISION REPORTS 
 
Division of Behavioral Health Discussion  
Scot Adams reviewed the BH response to the Committee’s recommendations dated May 1, 2008 and the 
recommendation from the November 6, 2007 meeting dated January 25, 2008.   Item #2  
 
In the recommendations of November 6, Scot briefly reviewed the Annual Consumer Survey.  Scot mentioned 
some of the numbers are going down and are a concern, such as “low reporting positively outcomes about 
children has dropped, reporting high number of family members reporting cultural sensitivity”.   
Comments: 
 
- Committee is interested in age break out of 12 and over, such as 0-11 & 12-18.   Magellan can do a break  
      out upon request.   
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- Comment was made that ICCU are not giving Vouchers.  Now is the period of transition and providers will 

be developing changes and networks will be more responsive in the future.  Always contact the Regions to 
get help in connecting parents with providers.  

 
- Can the Consumer Survey be broken out by service type, for children’s services, such as Out-Patient or 

In-Patient, to help determine if it’s a professional partner program? No, but the survey does include a 
county and whether it is Mental Health or Substance Abuse.  

 
- Concern is that in the Crisis Management System an individual person has to be suicidal to get admitted.   

Peer Support services are needed so when a person is having a crisis they can get help at an early stage.  
Each Region has the responsibility to develop Peer Support Services.  Peer to Peer Support is for non-
crisis situations and are being developed in all Regions.  Region 3 has Peer Support Services through 
Goodwill Industries.  Region 5 has submitted a definition to Behavioral Health for “Intensive Case 
Management” and it incorporates the use of peers.  In general, across the state Peer Support looks 
different in every region.  

 
- Are there numbers on how many years it takes a consumer to successfully get off SSI and SSDI?  

No, it is very hard to measure that item.  There may be a method to capture that item within the support 
employment program.  

 
Consumer Specialist Report  
Vicki reviewed the draft of  “Peer Support definition”.  The draft is a result of Network Management Team 
meetings which included consumers, family members and providers.  Input/comments will be collected  
on-going so send comments to Joel McCleary.   Item #3 
Listed below are the Committee’s input/comments on the draft definition of Peer Support. 
 
Basic Definition: In the definition “to promote personal growth, socialization, recovery, self-advocacy, self-
sufficiency”… does this relate to the peer support person or the consumer?  It was clarified this is focused on 
the consumer that is receiving the service from the peer support.  
 
Purpose:  no comments 
 
Consumer need: Add some language to allow a consumer coming out of a treatment plan to have a 30 day 
transition plan prior to going out into the community and not be left to their own devices. 
 
Services:  no comment 
 
Programming: no comment 
 
Length of Service:  Clarification, unless a consumer is a Mental Health Board commitment, the consumer does 
have a choice and can walk away or refuse service.  Magellan does have some limits of days.     
 
Suggested a language change; “as long as the criteria and consumer needs exists or present meeting service 
utilization requirements”.   
 
Staffing: MHP needs to be spelled out to be clear.  
Using the word “professional”  may change the way a consumer looks and feels about the peer support 
person. 
 
If a peer support does relapse there should be a plan in place to address that. 
 
Peer to Client Ratio: A good ratio would be 1 peer support person to 10 clients.  The last three points starting 
with “May operate” should be listed under Staffing. 
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Consumer Outcome  Concerned with the wording “Demonstrate recovery with minimal support”.   Would there 
be an outcome or level listed?  Minimal may differ for each individual. 
 
Rate:  No comment 
 
Administrative Services Only (ASO) 
Sue Adams reported on the ASO contract.  On February 1, 2008 the State of Nebraska Administrative 
Services issued a Request For Proposal (RFP) for a qualified contractor. The Department of Health and 
Human Services announced on April 16, 2008 that Magellan Behavioral Health has been selected as the 
Administrative Services Organization for FY09.  The contract will start soon and go through June 30, 2010.   
                                    
 Federal Community Mental Health Services Block Grant Cuts  
Jim reviewed the allocation and briefly reviewed the allocation cuts.  Item # 4 
 
Beverly Ferguson as Committee Chair will draft a required letter based on committee’s comments and mail to 
the official of the Mental Health Block Grant.   
 
The Committee commented on what they want to be included in the letter; 
 
- The cuts give the state of Nebraska a mixed message and pose challenges. 
- Rural Equity is going to be affected in Nebraska.  It’s proactive if we are to be improving services.   
- When going from medical model to a recovery model, initially the changes take more funds and the cuts 

are not reasonable.  
- Suggestion to send a copy of letter to Nebraska State Congressional House Representatives and to    
      Senator Ted Kennedy. 
- Is there a federal accountability to so many cuts, if Nebraska is doing a good job with the funds? 
- Mental health needs more services, awareness and education. 
- A reduction of education is part of stigma. 
 
Review New Freedom Commission/Olmstead Projects 
Nebraska received $20,000 and the funds are designed to use with such things like implementing New 
Freedom Commission projects.  Nebraska needs to report how the funds will be used.  Summary of the five 
projects are listed in Item #5.  
 
√ Motion was made by Jimmy Burke and seconded by Pat Talbott that the Division go forward with the five 
Olmstead Projects as submitted.   Voice vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.  

 
√ A revision to the motion was made.  Motion was made by Jimmy Burke and seconded by Pat Talbott to 
accept the revised motion to be “The Division to go forward with the five Olmstead Projects as submitted.  The 
projects are a very creative and an innovative use of such pathetically small amount of funds”. Voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion passed.  
 
Housing Related Assistance Policy Questions     
Behavioral Health has contracted with the six Regions for the Housing Related Assistance Program since July 
2005 (FY06) and is in the process of setting up contracts with the Regions for FY09 (July 2008).  Housing 
policy modifications were reviewed and are listed in Item #6.  
 
√ Motion was made by Pat Talbott and seconded by Cody Manthei to accept the proposed changes to the 
Housing policy as submitted.  Voice vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.  
 
Criminal Justice Grant Update 
Jim Harvey briefly explained the structure and purpose of “Strategic Planning Workshop on Transforming 
Services for Persons with Mental Illness in contact with the Criminal Justice System”.  The report on the 
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Criminal Justice Mental Health Strategic Planning Workshop is located on the DHHS website for the committee 
to view.  The web site is www.dhhs.ne.gov/beh/NE.  Grant 1, Category I, Planning is in the, implementing 
stage and application for Grant 2 is being submitted.  The second Grant follows the theme of Collaborative 
Partnerships which includes the five goals listed in Item #7. 
 
Education System in HRC Development 
The Nebraska Youth Academy located at the Hastings Regional Center provides educational services to 
children that are placed in Kearney West during the assessment process.  If it is determined a substance 
abuse problem they are transferred to the Hastings program to address substance abuse issue.  The state 
proposes this Program of educational services would transition to local from State responsibility.  If this would 
transition to local this would impact the Hastings public school.  
 
The Hastings public schools and the Division should be partnering in providing education to the students.  It is 
important to plan carefully and partner with the schools and not sabotage the education services.  Point of 
concern is that education birth to age 21 is very crucial.  
 
The recommendation to the Division is for the Department of Health and Human Services to provide a written 
update to the State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services as to how the local school district has been 
meaningfully involved in the planning of transition of the Hastings Regional Center, Nebraska Youth Academy 
to local community services.  
 
Information on SCHIP Program  
SCHIP, a Medicaid program, is a medical service/insurance program for children not adults. The Medicaid 
income guidelines are 150% of poverty so they are low.  The Nebraska basic SCHIP program differs in that the 
income guidelines vary and depend on the size of the family and the level of income.  Low income families can 
be eligible for SCHIP, if the family does have health insurance SCHIP would pay on top of that. It covers 
children’s physical, mental and dental health.  If a child has been in an out of home treatment or placed for 
treatment for 90 days or expected to be in treatment for 90 days, the only income that counts is the child’s own 
income.  The child can receive mental health treatment through SCHIP services.   The SCHIP brochure can be 
accessed on the DHHS (web site.)  www.dhhs.ne.gov 
 
DHHS/VR/NDE Partnering Children’s MH 
The Department of Health and Human Services, Vocational Rehabilitation and Department of Education met  
to share information on what services are available for the transition of children to adult age.  The three 
departments will continue to meet and will be reporting back to this committee.    
 
Children’s SIG Report 
The SIG Steering Committee’s next meeting is May 15, 2008.  Beth Baxter will report to the committee at the 
August 12th Advisory Committee meeting.  
 
Election of Officers 
The three offices that are to be voted on are:  Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary. 
The Current officers are:  Chairperson is Bev Ferguson, Vice Chairperson is Nancy Kratky and Secretary is 
Jimmy Burke.  
 
Nominations for Chairperson
 
Nomination for Beth Baxter for Chair was made by Jo Hall. 
Nomination for Bev Ferguson for Chair was made by Nancy Kratky.   
 
√ Motion made by Jerry McCallum and seconded by Scot Ford to close the nominations.  Voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion passed.  
 
Beth Baxter respectfully declined the nomination for Chairperson. 

http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/beh/NE
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√ Motion was made by Beth Baxter and seconded by Nancy Kratky to cast all votes for Bev Ferguson. Motion 
passed and Bev Ferguson was elected as Chairperson.   
 
Bev Ferguson accepted the position of Chairperson.  
 
Nominations for Vice Chair Person
 
Nomination for Pat Talbott for Vice Chairperson was made by Kathy Lewis.   
 
√ Motion made by Scot Ford and  seconded by Cody Manthei to close the nominations.  Voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion passed and Pat Talbott was elected as Vice Chairperson.  
 
Pat Talbott accepted the position of Vice Chairperson.  
 
Nominations for Secretary
 
Nomination for Jimmy Burke for Secretary was made by Cody Manthei. 
 
√ Motion made by Jerry McCallum and seconded by Scot Ford to close the nominations.  Voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion passed and Jimmy Burke was elected as Secretary.   
 
Jimmy Burke accepted the position of Secretary.  
 
 III.   Public Comment
        Allen Green was not able to stay for Public Comment but had his comments written and they were   
        handed to the Committee members.   Item # 8 
 
IV.   Mental Health Advisory Committee Recommendations to BH Division 
- Recommend to the Division that there be a breakdown on the statistics for the age groups of children on    

the Substance Abuse table. The age group of 0 to 18 is too large a span.  
- Recommendation to the Division is for the Department of Health and Human Services to provide a written 

update to the State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services as to how the local school district has 
been meaningfully involved on the planning of transition of the Hastings Regional Center, Nebraska Youth 
Academy to local community services.  

- Recommend to the Division to clarify what the definition of “PEER” is and the criteria. 
- Recommend to the Division to structure the Committee meeting in a manner to insure that there be 

enough time to discuss the Mental Health Block Grant thoroughly. 
-     The website address to access the progress of the Mental Health Block Grant is;  
      https://bgas.samhsa.gov/cmhs2009/ 

MHPC  
Username:   NE_CouncilMember 
Password:   Lincoln%496 

General Public 
Username:                  NE_citizen  
Password:                  Lincoln#935559 

 
V.    Other Agenda Items
● A future presentation by the Nebraska Behavioral Health System on an overview of services, priorities,    
   and fundings statewide to include county dollars, cash funds & Regional Center transferred funds.  
● Division’s Response to recommendations 
● Region 2 BH Report 
● SIG Report – Beth Baxter 
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VI.    Plus/Delta
   Good opportunities for everyone to                                   Table is not very wide 
   interact and have an open discussion.                        They want IceTea throughout the meeting. 
   Lunch is good 
   DHHS is informative & listens to complaints 
                   
VII.   Adjournment & Next Meeting 

 
√ Motion made by Scot Ford and seconded by Beth Baxter to adjourn the meeting.  Voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion passed. 
 
The next meeting date is Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at Country Inn and Suites. 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm.  
 
 
Prepared by:  Alexandra Castillo, Staff Assistant 
 
 
Approved by ______________________________________ Date      7/28/08
             Quality Improvement Coordinator  
  Division of Behavioral Health Services  
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