
                                                     
State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services 

February 5, 2008 – 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Country Inn & Suites – 5353 No. 27th St.  Lincoln, NE 

MINUTES  
Committee Members Present:   
Adria Bace, Pat Compton, Cheryl Crouse, Bev Ferguson, Dwain Fowler, Joleine Hall, Clint Hawkins, Nancy 
Kratky,  Susan Krome, Kathy Lewis,  Frank Lloyd.  Roxie Cillessen, Chelsea Chesen 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Jimmy Burke, Beth Baxter, Chris Hanus, Scot Ford, Colleen Manthei, Jerry McCallum, Pat Talbott, Mary Wells 
 
DHHS Staff Present:   
Sue Adams, Alexandra Castillo, Jim Harvey, Joel McCleary, Dan Powers, Scot Adams, Vicki Maca,  
 
Guests Present:   
Alan Green, J. Rock Johnson, Linda Jensen, Bryson Bartel, Kurt Weiss  
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Bev Ferguson, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.    
 
The official meeting process was altered because Nebraska was encountering a major snow storm.  At the 
official start of the meeting, roll call of members determined a quorum was not officially met.  At the start of the 
meeting, 7 of the 22 appointed members were present.  A quorum was established at 10:12 a.m. with a total of 
13 members present. The meeting continued with the agenda submitted but no actions or votes occurred.   
 
II.   BH DIVISION REPORTS 
 
Division of Behavioral Health Discussion  
Scot Adams distributed a copy of his presentation to committee members. As part of his presentation, Scot 
briefly stated what Behavioral Health has been doing and how it’s moving forward. The big challenges in the 
system are; supporting assisted living beds, decreasing Emergency Protective Custody, increasing consumer 
involvement and establishing how to measure Behavioral Health success.         Item # 3                                     
 
 Mental Health Block Grant Implementation Report Review  
Jim explained the Center for Mental Health Services is suggesting to have The Federal Community Nebraska 
Mental Health Services Block Grant support the transformation of the Mental Health System consistent with the 
“President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health”.  Committee members are asked to read the 
materials distributed and send comments to Jim Harvey.  The input will be used for developing the instructions 
to the six Regions on use of the MH Block Grant funds for FY2009.  Item #4 
 
Question: 
Is there a plan for services to take care of the Military men returning home?  There needs to be a plan to avoid 
chronic homeless of veterans. 
 
A workgroup which includes representatives from the Nebraska National Guards, Department of Defense, 
Nebraska Health and Human Services, the State and Federal Veteran Administration are working together in 
collaboration to provide services and support to our returning veterans and their family. Trainings include 
establishing a system of communication among hospitals and clinics to exchange information, and a training to 
work with veterans that are experiencing post traumatic stress injury and to help Law Enforcement to 
desensitized issues.   
 
Request for clarification on the definition of EPC.   
Information can be found on the HHS website regarding the Mental Health Commitment Board.   
www.hhs.state.ne.us/beh/commit/commit.htm 
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– EPC (Emergency Protective Custody) Core Definition refers to someone being a danger to self and others 
which allows a hold of a person in a facility of 72 hours.  

– CPC (Civil Protective Custody) definition refers to a point of intoxication that would cause someone to be a 
danger to self and others which allows a hold of a person in a facility of 24 hours.  

 
Children’s Service Administrator 
Vicki Maca, Division’s Children’s Service Administrator has an extensive background of working with Children’s 
Behavioral Health.  She also has experience with adult’s substance abuse and mental health as well as a 
strong commitment to kid’s services.  Ms. Maca presentation covered LB542 report.  The report, "Creating 
Change and Providing Hope for Nebraska’s Children, Adolescents and Their Families Pursuant to LB 542 
(2007)", is posted on the Division of Behavioral Health’s web site at 
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/Behavioral%5FHealth/     Presentation is Item #5 
 
Kathy Lewis suggested, John Ferrone to come and speak with the committee. 
 
Legislative Update    
Bryson Bartel is the Legislative Coordinator. A copy of LB882 and LB1084 was distributed to committee 
members.  Bryson highlighted the main point of the bills and listed other 2008 bills that the committee 
members may be interested to review or monitor, such as; LB1119   LB1168, LB1199, LB1058 Gambling 
Assisted Program, LB1018, LB994.     Item #6 
 
Committee asked to check on the Federal/National parity bill. Item #7 
 
Risk Factor Surveillance System 
Kurt Weiss with DHHS Division of Public Health discussed how the annual Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System (BRFSS) is completed.    Item # 8 
 
2007 Consumer Survey Report 
Joel McCleary handed out the summary report of the Consumer Survey.  He reviewed and pointed out some 
main points.  The survey is used to find out information regarding services directly from the people that receive 
the services, and to measure the distribution and quality of the services.  Youth surveys are completed by the 
parents.  Item #9 
 
The Division will continued using the survey provided by the federal government so there can be equal 
comparisons with other states.  
 
Joel posed a question for the committee to think about.  What are the committee’s recommendation/advise to 
Division on how to improve/increase consumer involvement?  
 
PATH Report 
Dan Powers handed out and reviewed a funding summary table.   Applications for FY09 will be out soon. 
Community Alliance does outreach with shelters. The State of Nebraska also has a homelessness assistance 
program.  Region 2 and Region 4 do not handle the PATH program in their regions.  Item #10 
 
Criminal Justice Meeting Report 
Jim Harvey reported on the December 5-6, 2007 workgroup on Criminal Justice Mental Health Strategic 
Planning. The discussion was targeted on people with mental illness becoming part of the Criminal Justice 
System. 59 people plus two consultants attended.  The final report with attachments is posted in the DHHS 
Division of Behavioral Health web site at: 
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/beh/NE_CriminalJusticeMHReport&Attachmts-Jan28_2008.pdf 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/Behavioral%5FHealth/
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 III.   PUBLIC COMMENT
 
Linda Jensen from NAMI – invited the all to join the first NAMI walk in Omaha.     
  
Alan Green of Mental Health Association handed out a copy his public comment and his letter to Senator Joel 
Johnson.   He wants to add “Recovery Measures to include quality of life” to the Critical success indicators.   
He is strongly in favor of funds allocated for the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health 
Goals.  Item #11 
 
J. Rock Johnson 
-  Pointed out that the measures don’t include Prevention and Recovery.   
- The Office of Consumer Affairs needs to report at every meeting and wants to see a written report at        
   the quarterly advisory meetings.   
- What kind of data are the Regions sharing with the state?  
-  Suggests LB994 and LB1149 be reviewed by the committee. 
 
IV.   MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS TO BH DIVISION 
 
Committee expressed concerns of patient at LRC escaping and would like to know “what is the level of 
security”.  
 
Committee recommends the Division to increase Substance Abuse programs for youth and Adults.  They 
consider this a Gap in services.  
 
Committee asks the Division for a definition or the intention of Peer Support Services, what is happening with 
Peer Support and Crisis Intervention, what are the funding possibilities, and who will do the education/training 
of the Peer Support individuals? They recommend there be a state framework to provide consistency within the 
regions.   
 
V.   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS
 
● New Freedom Commission 
● Division’s Response to recommendations 
● Education System in HRC Development 
● Region 2 BH Report 
● Criminal Justice Report  
● SIG Report – Beth Baxter 
● Medical Advisory Meeting-Mary Wells 
● Office of Consumer Report on Consumer Specialist  
                   
VI.   NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting date is Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at Country Inn and Suites. 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm.  
 
 
Prepared by:  Alexandra Castillo, Staff Assistant 
 
 
Approved by ______________________________________ Date      4/21/08
             Quality Improvement Coordinator  
  Division of Behavioral Health Services  
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