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Dear System of Care Stakeholders, 

State of Nebraska 
Pete Ricketts, Governor 

I first want to state that there is a strong commitment to the development of a System of Care in Nebraska. This 
is in large part due to your continued support of the vision, values and principles of this effort. Your 
contributions during past and present planning processes have enabled us to make considerable progress 
towards a statewide System of Care that achieves positive outcomes for children and youth with serious 
emotional and behavioral health needs and their families. 

The department has been carefully considering SAMHSA's Cooperative Agreement opportunity as part of our 
overall efforts to continue development of a statewide System of Care. I want to thank you as a partner for 
sharing your time and expertise as we considered options to move us forward. The intricacies of this year's 
Cooperative Agreement requirements, coupled with the ongoing leadership transition and application due date 
of April10, 2015, led us to the decision that an attempt to pursue this opportunity would not make sense at this 
time. We also considered the challenge of completing all the necessary components for a data-driven, fiscally 
sound and compelling application in this narrow window of time. 

I want to personally thank the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation for their support and continued 
partnership as we considered the Cooperative Agreement. Nebraska will be stronger when we engage 
community partners both public and private. 

We do plan to honor the commitment of so many partners to move forward and implement strategies set forth 
in the System of Care strategic plan. The Project Management Team will continue meeting. On Wednesday, we 
made tremendous progress on a document for the new DHHS CEO which will outline prioritized strategies and 
implementation activities. We believe her leadership and vision will be of great benefit as we consider the best 
path forward. 

The energy and passion for the System of Care is evident and growing. We are in a good place to make 
considerable progress in building our System of Care even without the Cooperative Agreement funding this 
year. We hope you will continue to be involved as new leadership identifies ways to move forward. Your 
partnership and expertise is critical to building the System of Care that children and families deserve! 

Thank you for your commitment and support of the System of Care Initiative and for all you do to help 
Nebraska's children and families live better lives. 

Sheri Dawson, RN 
Acting Director, Division of Behavioral Health 
Department of Health and Human Services 
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