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Under Title 201,
Regulations for Certifying 
Compulsive Gambling Counselors
This booklet is designed to assist individuals applying to be a Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor (CCGC). It provides further clarification about the certification standards contained in Title 201 NAC. Please review Title 201, Regulations for Certifying Compulsive Gambling Counselors closely before beginning the application process.  
The requirements in this booklet are applicable until January 1, 2010. The final application deadline under this criterion is March 1, 2010.
On January 1, 2010, new regulations for Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselors will be effective in Title 206 NAC for the Division of Behavioral Health - Gamblers Assistance Program (GAP). Individuals interested in applying for certification after the March 1 deadline contact GAP at the phone number and address below or visit the Division of Behavioral Health’s website for the updated regulations and revised application and accompanying booklet.
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There are seven steps to becoming a Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor (CCGC) and retaining that certification in the State of Nebraska. Regulations for becoming a CCGC are overseen by the Compulsive Gambling Counselor Certification Advisory Board. The steps are as follows:
1. Obtain Required Education

2. Complete a Supervised Practicum

3. Submit a Completed Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor Application

4. Division Review and Board Approval of Application
5. Take Compulsive Gambling Counselor Exam
6. Receive Certification with Passed Exam
7. Renew Certification
1. Education
a. High School Diploma or G.E.D.
b. 72 education hours specifically related to the knowledge and skills of problem gambling counseling. This must include the following domains:
· Basic Gambling Knowledge- 12 hrs
· Intake and Assessment of Compulsive Gambling Clients- 12 hrs
· Significant Others Treatment in Compulsive Gambling- 12 hrs
· Case Management for Compulsive Gambling Clients- 12 hrs
· Individual and Group Counseling for Compulsive Gambling Clients- 12 hrs
· Special Populations in Compulsive Gambling Clients- 6 hrs
· Legal and Financial Aspects of Compulsive Gambling Clients- 6 hrs
2. Supervised Practicum
a. Applicants must document 200 clock hours of supervised practicum experience in a work setting where problem gambling counseling with diagnosed problem gambling consumers is provided. A current, active national problem gambling certification may be substituted for the 200 practicum hours.
b. Throughout the practicum the applicant must be supervised by a Division approved clinical supervisor. Supervision during the practicum is required at a minimum ratio of 1:10, with one hour of supervision for every ten practicum hours.
c. The 200 hours must include the required number of hours in each of the Core Function Domains. The Domains and hours are as follows:
· Intake and Assessment – 40 hrs
· Case Management – 40 hrs
· Counseling – 80 hrs
· Client, Family and Community Education – 20 hrs
· Professional Responsibility – 20 hrs
d. Hours for each Core Function Domain must be recorded in two (2) places: 
i. The “Practicum Experience Sheet” or similar document. The applicant is not required to use this particular document, but detailed records must be kept throughout the practicum as described in this document. These records do not need to be submitted with the application; however, the applicant must retain records for review upon Division request until application is fully processed, approved and the certification is awarded.
ii. The “Documentation of Practicum Performance Log”. This is a monthly summary of the applicant’s practicum hours. All sheets must be signed by the applicant’s Division approved clinical supervisor and submitted with the application.
e. The applicant must have every Division approved clinical supervisor who provided supervision during the 200 hour practicum, submit a “Supervisor Verification and Evaluation Form”. The supervisor(s) must fill out and mail this form to the Division for the application to be complete. Forms mailed in by the applicant will not be accepted. 
3. Application Procedures and Guidelines

The following (if applicable) must be submitted to the Division for an application to be considered complete and ready for review: (see application for complete details)
a. Completed application with all questions answered truthfully by the applicant to the best of the applicant’s ability and knowledge.
b. United States Citizenship Attestation Form (Section A)
c. Official documentation of a disability if requesting special considerations/ modifications in testing. (Section A)
d. Copy of other current state or national compulsive gambling counselor certifications and/or licensures. (Section B)
e. Copy of other state or national behavioral health certifications and/or licensures, including but limited to: P/LMHP, P/LADC, LMHP, LIMHP, and LCSW. (Section B)
f. Official copy of disciplinary actions, pending or closed, brought against any certifications/ licensures held. (Section B)
g. Official court documents regarding convicted misdemeanors and felonies including:
· Official Court Record including charges and disposition
· Copies of arrest records
· Letter from applicant explaining nature of conviction
· Proof of any required addiction/ mental health treatment
· Letter from probation officer addressing probationary conditions (if applicable) and current legal standing. (Section B)
Failure to list convictions may result in certification denial or revocation.
h. Official transcripts from highest level of education listed under the education section. Completion of High School/ GED must be verified either by diploma/ transcript or by official post-secondary transcript. An official transcript is one issued by and under the seal of the educational institution. (Section C)
i. Verification of completion of all required Problem Gambling education coursework; documented by certificate of attendance or post-secondary transcripts as applicable. Courses not pre-approved by the Division will not be accepted. (Section C)
j. “Documentation of Practicum Performance Log” for the practicum experience, documenting completion of a minimum of 200 hours and signed by the Division approved practicum supervisor. (Section D)
k. “Supervisor Verification and Evaluation Form” submitted by the Division approved practicum supervisor(s) NOT the applicant. (Section E)
l. A signed and dated Code of Ethics. (Section F)
m. An affidavit signed by a Notary Public. (Section G)
n. Completed application checklist. (Section H)
o. $50 check or money order for the non-refundable processing fee made payable to the “Department of Health and Human Services”. Do not send cash.
p. $200 check or money order for the certification testing fee made payable to the “Department of Health and Human Services”. Do not send cash. This must be submitted with the application but the check will be held until application is approved and testing date is set. If the application is denied, the Division will return the testing fee to the applicant within 14 days. 
All applications must be typed except for signatures. Applications are available in PDF format on the Division of Behavioral Health’s website at:

www.dhhs.ne.gov/beh/gam/gam.htm
Mail application to: 

State of Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Behavioral Health -Gamblers Assistance Program

301 Centennial Mall South

PO Box 95026

Lincoln, NE  68509
4. Division Review and Board Approval

IMPORTANT DATES
(Last application opportunity under Title 201 NAC Regulations)

Application Deadline
Review Period
Testing Period


March 1, 2010
March – April
May – June
To be considered for review, a complete application and all supporting documents must be received by the Division by the application deadline. Incomplete applications will not be recommended for Board review and will be returned to the applicant. The applicant may resubmit for review within the next review period but the Title 206 NAC Regulations will then be in effect. 
After an application is submitted, an administrative review is performed by the Division. If the application passes this initial review it is recommended for full review to the Compulsive Gambling Counselor Certification Advisory Board. The Certification Advisory Board meets twice a year at minimum to review recommended applications. 
Applicants will be notified within seven (7) business days after the Certification Board meeting if their application has been approved and recommended for testing or denied. If approved, the Division will coordinate with the applicant to set a test date within two (2) months of approval date. If denied, the Division will provide written notification of denied application within fourteen (14) days of review. 
5. Exam for Compulsive Gambling Counselors
To become a Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor, applicants must pass a national exam. The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions and must be completed within three hours, 30 minutes (3.5 hours).
The Division will assist the applicant in scheduling the exam for the applicant after all education and practicum requirements have been met and the application has been approved. The fee submitted with the application covers the cost of the examination. 
6. Receive Certification
The results of the Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor exam will be sent to the Division. Upon receipt of the results, the Division will provide written notification of exam results to the applicant. Applicants who pass the exam will receive their Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor (CCGC) award certificate. 
7. Renew Certification on Even Numbered Years

The Compulsive Gambling Counselor certification must be renewed by September 1 on even numbered years. To remain a current, active Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor in the State of Nebraska, CCGC’s are required to complete forty (40) Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) during this two (2) year time period. 
For more information on certification renewal refer to the “Application for Renewal for Certification as a Provisional or Certified Compulsive Gambling Counselor” and accompanying instructions.
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