
2

Ph
o

to
 c

o
u

rt
es

y 
Ke

tV
 c

h
a

n
n

el
 7

 n
ew

s,
 o

m
a

h
a

   Graced 
 by song

A
manda Grace Coker debuted her breathtaking voice at age 14 during a 
school talent show and has been performing ever since. She has sung at 
weddings, funerals, birthday parties, retirement parties, and more!

Last April Amanda went to Washington, D.C. to perform at a conference 
for the Lutheran Services of America. She spent few days in the city with her 
family, and sang two more times for the group and even for a few cab drivers! 

In 2012 she sang at the Governor’s residence for the Care Givers Conference 
Luncheon. She also performed at the Midland Community Foundation’s Reflection 
Ball. She has sung the National Anthem three times for the Omaha Storm Chasers 
baseball team, and she sings every year for the Omaha J.P. Lord School graduation 
and for the Walk and Roll for Disabilities. 

Amanda gave her own concert in November of 2013 at the Holy Family Shrine.  
She called the concert “Amanda and Friends.” There were around 200 attendees!

Since Amanda is blind, she learns each song by listening and repeating. When 
Amanda isn’t singing, she’s going to the YMCA for water aerobics, drinking coffee, 
and going shopping. 

Amanda can be found on YouTube and KETV Channel 7 News online. 
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BSDC’s  
Resident Artist

G
iven the distinction 
of Beatrice State 
Developmental Center’s 
“resident artist,” David 

Courtney has been selling his 
drawings for well over two decades. 
His work adorns many walls at 
various locations. But his craft 
doesn’t stop there. He has created 
calendars, cards and illustrations for 
books, including the recent BSDC 
cookbook. 

David is creating logos for Staff 
Development at BSDC. “We want 
to put something that David has 
created onto the front of the folders 
new hires receive when they go 
through orientation,” says Loree 
Crouse, BSDC Staff Development 
Training Coordinator. “He is one of 
the training team colleagues. He 
joins me in welcoming new hires 
on Monday mornings and, weather 
permitting, assists with providing a 
tour to new hires.”

David’s artwork can be purchased 
through the Bear Creek Gift Shop. 
He is in the process of selling his 
work at other locations in Beatrice 
as well.
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