
December 1, 2023 

The Honorable Ben Hansen 

Members of the Health & Human Services Committee 

State Capitol Room 1117 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

Subject: Minority Health Initiatives Implemented  

Dear Chairman Hansen: 

In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 71-1628.07(2), the Division of Public Health in the 

Department of Health and Human Services submits the 2023 Minority Health Initiatives 

Implemented Annual Report. This report provides information about the minority health 

initiatives implemented in counties with a minority population of at least five percent of the total 

population of the county as determined by the most recent federal decennial census for the 

2022-2023 state fiscal year. 

Sincerely, 

Charity Menefee  

Director, Division of Public Health 
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From the Administrator -

This report was prepared by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) Office of Health Disparities (OHD) and the Nebraska Association of Local 
Health Departments (NALHD) to highlight the progress and outcomes of the Minority 
Health Initiative (MHI) funding for state fiscal year 2022-2023. The Nebraska Legislature 
allocates funds to counties in the first and third Congressional Districts with minority 
populations of five percent or greater, based on the most recent decennial census. MHI 
funding is distributed on a county per capita basis, to decrease health disparities and 
address factors disproportionately impacting minority populations. Populations served 
include racial and ethnic minorities, American Indians, and refugees. 

This report outlines efforts to assess, co-plan, and implement programs and services 
with and for minority communities to improve health outcomes during the State fiscal 
year 2022-2023. Through partnerships with eighteen Local Health Departments (LHDs), 
they utilized MHI funding to develop and implement programming based on minority 
community need assessments completed in the previous funding period in 2021-2022.  

On behalf of the OHD, grantees and contractors, and the individuals served, we thank 
the Nebraska Legislature for providing MHI funding to improve the health of Nebraska’s 
racial and ethnic minority populations.  

For additional information, contact Echohawk Lefthand, Administrator, Office of Health 
Disparities and Health Equity, at dhhs.healthdisparities@nebraska.gov. 



Summary of health departments receiving Minority Health Initiative funds for their 
counties with more than 5% minority population in Congressional Districts 1 and 3. 

Local Health Departments Funding

Central District Health Dept $153,300

Dakota County Health Dept $75,524

East Central District Health Dept $91,215

Elkhorn Logan Valley Public Health Dept $63,511

Four Corners Health Dept $24,685

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Dept $436,080

Loup Basin Public Health Dept $7,673

North Central District Health Dept $24,358

Northeast Nebraska Public Health Dept $44,203

Panhandle Public Health District $109,782

Public Health Solutions $48,746

Sarpy/Cass Health Dept $161,257

South Heartland District Health Dept $41,370

Southeast District Health Dept $28,055

Southwest Nebraska Public Health Dept $25,845

Three Rivers Public Health Dept $61,462

Two Rivers Public Health Dept $126,362

West Central District Health Dept $32,302

TOTAL $1,555,732
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Appendix A – Minority Population Numbers by Health Department 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) 
*Population breakout numbers for Sarpy County (CD 1) are estimated by zip code. 

*
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